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LABOR'S OPPORTUNITY HERE! MAKE THE MOST OF IT! 



Unite! Today! Force 
Higher Price of Blood 
And S weat o f Toilers 

By J. L. ENGKDAHL. 

LABOR'S biggest opportunity is here! Let labor 
make the most of this grand opportunity! 
There were never so many workers in the land demanding 
more bread for their families, more hours of leisure, better condi- 
tions under which to labor. 

There was never such a demand for organization on the part 
of the men, women and children who toil, as now. 

The desire to struggle for something better is in the heart 
of lajbor, TODAY! It is a struggle full of life and hope. 



THIS struggle must be crowned with success. 

It can be crowned with success because: 

Never before has the army of the unemployed been thinned 
to its present proportions; its ranks so depleted. 

Never before have the masters of industry been bidding for 
the brain and brawn of labor as they are doing now. 

Never before has the voice of labor been as commanding as 
now; sounded so threatening to t>e pars of the master class. 

* * * » 

LABOR must make a big step in advance now because: 
When the war is over, as it soon must be, the hordes of the 
hopeless will leave the shores of Europe and come to the United 
States looking for jobs, to compete in the labor market. 

When the war is over the munitions industry will collapse, 
hundreds of thousands of workers will be thrown out of employ- 
ment, the unemployed army will be recruited again to its full 
strength ; the workers will be bidding against each other for the 
jobs. 

When the war is over the millions of soldiers in Europe will 
return to their jobs across the sea, and there will be no call for 
the products of American labor. 

* * * * 

THE LABOR situation in this country today is the product 
of 21 months of bloody slaughter in Europe. In the early months 
of the war, the skilled labor needed in the munitions plants de- 
manded and received increased wages. The eight hour day was 
won almost over night, especially by the machinists, where pre- 
vious years of unremitting struggle had not brought it about. 

* * * * 

WORKERS' were drawn to the war industry from other in- 
dustries. The opportunity to fight and win grew and grew. Note 
the rebellion of labor in the Pittsburgh district. See the thousands 
leaving the gates of the International Harvester Co. and other 
huge corporations in Chicago and Milwaukee. 

These docile battalions of labor had often been condemned 
and reviled for their servility to their masters. Now they are in 
revolt. 

There were no unemployed to take their places, no freshly 
arrived hordes of immigrants from Europe hungry for jobs. 
Labor went on strike and factories and mills closed. The solidarity 
of labor was irresistible. 

* * * * 

LABOR is losing its fears and forebodings. It is willing to 
fight. Winter is gone. Spring is urging the mass of toil to take up 
the battle for its rights. 

When the Milwaukee munitions manufacturer warned labor 
to 'stick to its sausages, sauerkraut and black bread, for the 
present prosperity would soon be a thing of the past, he was 
merely voicing his own fear. Labor intends to have something 
better. 

When the Chicago money monarch, from the bottom of his 
granite heart, advised the workers to "Cut out the nickel shows 
and SAVE !" his advice fell on deaf ears. 

# * # * 

TAKE A look at the picture, "THE STRIKE! THE 
PARADE!" on this page. This is not an artist's dream. This 
picture was snatched from life by the film in a camera, the 
camera perched on top of a railroad viaduct as 10,000 striking, 
cheering men and women marched beneath it. 

This revolt is a reality. It was such a reality that the big 
magnates of the harvester trust offered the strikers the nine hour 
day with 10 hours' wages the moment the strike began. 

I walked with this parade for hours thru that section of 
Chicago where the sweat and blood of labor has been a cheap com- 
modity upon the market. 

Every city has its similar industrial hell — where the myriads 
of homes crouch in the shadow of towering mills, or feel the heat 
of blazing furnaces close by. 

But the price of the sweat and blood of labor is going up. Let 
it mount higher and higher. Let it rise until it has absorbed all 
the profits of capital. 

Labor's biggest opportunity is here. 

Let labor everywhere unite and make the most of this grand 
opportunity. 



' HIT CENSORING OF DEBS. 

The San Diego, Cal., branch of the 
Socialist party, thru a committee- com- 
posed of J. R. Cothran, Marcus W. 
Robbins,' and N. L. Griest, has issued 
a statement bitterly arraigning the 
treatment given Eugene V. Debs upon 
his recent visit to the city by the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the Board of 
Directors of the Panama-California 
exposition. 

In spite of the fact that Theodore 
Roosevelt and William Jennings 
\ Bryan made speeches on behalf of 
' their particular propaganda, the com- 
unite and I mittee in charge of the Debs meeting 
! was- refused permission for him to ad- 
' dress an audience at the exposition 
on the ground that he was voicing a 
special propaganda." 

"It is said," adds the committee, 
"that the members of the committee 
who blocked Debs' speech were either 
members of or in complete sympathy 
with the vigilantes whose brutal 
treatment of labor here a few years 
ago disgraced San Diego in the eyes 
of the thinking world." 



The eyes of millions of wage- 
slaves await to be opened. Don't waste 
time splitting hairs, "but make every 
bit of your time and every atom of 
your energy count in awakening the 
slumberers and arousing them to 
action. 



THE STRIKE! THE PARADE! 




Battle For Labor In 
New York Legislature 

A. I. Shiplacoff, Socialist member 
of the New York legislature, put up 
such a strenuous fight for labor at the 
session just closed, that the hirelings 
of capitalism spent most of their time 
watching him when laws against the 
working class were framed and the 
job started of "putting them over". 

Assemblyman Shiplacoff was on 
the job from the opening of the 
Legislature until the close, always 
fighting for the working class against 
the Republican and Democratic ma- 
chines. 

Gifted with the analytical mind of 
a student, this lone Socialist was able 
to knock holes in many anti-labor 
bills. Also gifted with a sense of 
humor and a pleasing way of making 
friends, he soon was recognized as a 
man to be feared by the retainers of 
the manufacturing and exploiting in- 
terests. The politicians of the old par- 
ties thought they would have a butt 
for their jokes when they learned a 
Socialist was to be with them. In- 
stead, they were forced to admit that 
this fighter was taking the aggres- 



Here is a' view of a' section of 
the parade of 10,000 striking men 
and women at the huge plant of 
the International Harvester Co., 
the Harvester Trust, m Chicago. 
These men and women were un- 
organized. They walked out in an 
effort to secure increased wages 
and better working conditions 
from this ruthless aggregation of 
wealth. 

It is the International Har- 



vester Co. tnat is held responsible 
for part oi the trouoie m Mexico. 
Its part in the exploitation of the 
"Slaves of Yucatan", Mexico, has 
already been written. This huge 
trust has been investigated and 
busted on numerous occasions. 
Still it is bigger, stronger and 
more rapacious than ever. One of 
its chief officials is George W. 
Perkins, one of the pier men in 
the steel trust and chief backer 
of Theodore Roosevelt and the 
Progressive Party. 
The first money raided during 



this strike was a ton cent assess- 
ment to pay for the service of 
the band leading the parade. 
When the striker paid his assess- 
ment, an indelible stamp was put 
in the palm of his hand, and he 
immediately became i member 
of the union. 

In spite of page ads placed in 
all the capitalist foreign language 
papers, in an effort so lure the 
men back to work, the strikers 
are standing solid fcr victory. 
These misleading advertisements 
were also presented to the three 



foreign language Socialist dailies 
in Chicago, but they refused to 
publish them, or to accept the 
blood money that was offered. 
There are three foreign language 
dailies in Chicago, Polish. Bohem- 
ian and German. The editors of 
these publications, with the offi- 
cials of the foreign language 
federations of the Socialist Par- 
ty, have been active in the work 
of organizing the strikers in this 
strike, as well as in a number of 
other struggles now being waged 
in Chicago. 



Coal Miners Win As Railroad 
War Looms Bigger Than Ever 



While the coal miners have forced 
the mine owners to grant concessions 
in the signing up of new wage scales, 
i he great struggle on the railroads, 
"Eight hours work, eight hours sleep, 
eight hours relaxation, is nature's 
jaw", looms bigger thar. ever. 

The United Mine Workers has just 
obtained concessions for the 176,000 
iinthracite mine workers. The hours 
are reduced from nine to eight and 
an increase in pay is granted 

Even more important in its final 
tlh'Ct is the recognition accorded for 
ih: first time to the United Mine 
Workers of America. That; agreement 
in signed in the name of. that or- 
ganization, where in previous years 
the mine barons refused to admit 
that it had any existence. 

Continued Growth Seen. 

Agreements are boing reached with 
the soft coal mine owners that insure 
better working conditions and in- 
creased wages. Thesos victories won 
by this great organization insures its 



continued growth, leaves the way 
open for the organization of non- 
union fields and permits it to lend its 
aid to other workers to build up their 
unions. 

Another chapter in labor's histoiy 
is being written in blood in the Pitts- 
burgh district where two workers 
have already been martyred in the 
struggle at the Westinghouse and 
other plants. Labor in the Pitts- 
burgh district strikes and strikes 
again without making any seeming 
progress. Let us hope that the present 
struggle will show a big*advancement 
of the cause of the working class in 
this section of the country. 

Chicago faced its nineteenth strike 
called in the last few weeks when 
hundreds of men walked out ?'n vari- 
ous departments at Armour's in the 
stock yards district. It is believed 
that this strike, like that at the Inter- 
national Harvester Co. and other big 
corporations will gradually grow un- 



til thousands are numbered among 
the ranks of the striker.?. 

Exploiters Plead Poverty Again. 

The big exploiters are enlisting the 
aid of the subsidized press in an ef- 
fort to persuade the workers not to 
strike at this time. They claim they 
cannot pay the wages received by 
workers in the munitions industry. 
This comes with rathe v bad grace 
from the beef barons in ih? otock- 
yards who have received some of the 
biggest war orders placed in this 
country. This in addition to the fact 
that food prices have been sent sky 
high in this country. 

During the past week there has 
been organized in Chicago the Amer- 
ican Federation of Teachers, which 
will start out immediately to organ- 
ize all the school teachers in the 
nation. Organization work is now 
under way in a score of cities. 

MUST PILE VOTES HIGHER. 

Two election contests have just 
been decided against the Socialists of 
Milwaukee. The elections committee 
of the house of representatives at 
Washington has declared the republi- 
can candidate seated and thrown out 
of court the contest of the Socialist, 
Winfield R. Gaylord. The Wisconsin 
supreme court decided against Martin 
Plehn, Socialist, and seated the non- 
partisan declared elected county clerk. 
The Socialist candidates, in these close 
contests, had the evidence showing 
fraud and corruption, but the anti- 
Socialists are in control of the courts 
; and congress. 

j Gaylord gave his opponent a close 
! race for congress. If the five precincts 
| in which fraud was charged had been 
excluded, the seat would have been 
Gaylord's by a majority of 281 votes. 

Plehn was defeated by Widule for 
county clerk of Milwaukee county by 
27 votes in the fall election, 1914, and 
contested the election. The recount 
proceeded as far as the 15th ward, 
when it was halted by the supreme 
court. The court has now refused to 
have the count continued. 

The Socialists have one recourse. 
They can go ahead, build up their or- 
ganization, plan for a greater Social- 
ist propaganda than over, so that, 
when the next election day comes 
around the votes for the Socialist can- 
didate will pile up so high that all of 
the opposition candidates will be com- 
pletely snowed under. And that ia 
exactly what is happening in Milwau- 
kee. 



THE TRANSITION 



By JOHN M. WORK. 



Arthur E. Reimer, Boston, Mass., 

has been nominated for president by 
the Socialist Labor Party, with Caleb 
Harrison, of Chicago, for vice pre- 
sident. 



EVERY now and then we read an 
article in a Socialist publication 
which implies that the transition 
from capitalism to socialism must 
necessarily be accompanied by a terri- 
fic war. 

Of course no one can predict the 
exact accompaniments of the trans- 
ition. 

But, those who are to sure that it 
will be accompanied by a terrible 
war havvi failed to take into con- 
sideration one. of the most powerful 
factor!;. 

They look at the situation from 
the present day point of view. In 
othei words, they size up the proba- 
bilities from the standpoint of those 
who are in a minority and who arc 
therefore accustomed to being con- 
fronted by enemies emboldened by 
their superior numbers. 

They forget that by the time when 
we succeed in carrying a general 
election, public opinion will be de- 
cidedly on our side. 

* * * 

<AT THAT time, the giant force of 
numbers will be with us. Not only 
will public opinion be decidedly on 
our side, but, by virtue of the 
momentum of the idea, it will speedi- 
ly become overwhelmingly so. 

For the capitalists to face a hostile 
and well organis.-d public, will be a 
very different mr.tter from the pies- 



HELP HOAN WAKE 
UP THE DUBBS! 



Have you taken advantage of 
the great subscription offer that 
appeared in our Henry Dubb Edi- 
tion last week; a copy of that 
great book by Daniel W. Hoan, the 
Socialist mayor of Milwaukee, 
FREE with a six month's sub- 
scription at 25 cents. 

This book, "REGULATION — 
A FRAUD AND A FAILURE", 
tells you how Comrade Hoan 
fought the big public utility cor- 
porations of Milwaukee during 
the six years he was Milwaukee's 
Socialist city attorney. This book 
is an exposure of the idea, that 
government can regulate big bus- 
iness. It is the book you have been 
looking for to wake up the Henry 
Dubbs for the fall elections. Send 
your orders to The American So- 
cialist, 803 West Madison St., 
Chicago, HI. 



ont situation wherein they are made 
confident and lioja-hearted by the 
consciousness of having the majority 
on their side. 

Is it not probable that, under the 
anered circumstances, the capitalists 
will lose their courage and sue for 
peace, glai tq t-ave what little they 
can out oi the wreck of their for- 
tunes? 

Fere is food for thought. 

It seems to me that Ihis point of 
view makes the prospect of a peace- 
ful transition sufficiently probable so 
that we are justified in holding it out 
as the natural and probable method. 
* # * ■ * 

BY PEACEFUL, I do not neces- 
sarily mean a serene Sunday calm. 
At the present time we have constant 
strikes and constant friction — the 
class struggle going on all the time, 
with frequent bloodshed. Yet, this is 
called peace, as distinguished from 
war. It does not seem probable that 
the transition need be accompanied 
by any more bloodshed than we in 
this country have now. 

If we inculcate in the minds of new 
recruits the idea that the transition 
is to be peaceful, it will be far more 
likely to really be so. 



KARL LIEBKNECHT IN PRISON? 

Nothing definite has been heard 
concerning the fate of Karl Lieb- 
knecht since he was arrested by the 
German police while addressing a 
May Day demonstration. It is de- 
clared that a resolution has been 
introduced in the Reichstag demand- 
ing his release, which would indicate 
that he has been thrown into prison. 

If he now languishes in prison, 
Liebknecht takes the place of Rosa 
Luxembourg, lately released after 
serving a prison term for her pai t in 
the great struggle against German 
militarism. 

It is declared that May Day in Ger- 
many was marked by food and peace 
demonstrations in all parts of the 
empire. The real extent of these 
demonstrations, however, is very in- 
definite. 



sive and that they were on the de- 
fensive. 

Opposition United. 

Opposed by the united old parties, 
Shiplacoff was unable to get any 
labor bills passed. The Legislature 
passed a resolution for the printing 
of 50,000 copies of the compensation 
laws in Yiddish. Everything else he 
proposed war: killed in committee. A 
resolution calling for the appropria- 
tion of $10,000 for an investigation 
of attempts to crush labor organiza- 
tion on the Interborough and Brook- 
lyn Rapid Transit lines was killed in 
committee. A resolution to establish 
a commission to investigate the con- 
solidation of the five New York City 
counties to save millions of dollars 
was killed in committee. A resolution 
calling on" Congress to vote against 
the Burnett immigration bill was 
tabled after opposition by Majority 
Leader Adler. 

Three bills providing for fire and 
safety provisions in factories were 
killed in committee. These bills were 
prepared with the assistance of Dr. 
George M. Price, director of the Joint 
Board of Sanitary Control in the 
cloakmaking and waistmaking in- 
dustries of New York City; 



was against a hopeless proposition to 
prove his case. 

Shiplacoff's bill to open courts for 
naturalization purposes at night was 
killed in committee. His bill provid- 
ing for the punishment of employers 
who did not stipulate in newspaper 
advertisements that strikebreakers 
were sought was killed in committee. 
There were three hearings on this 
bill, and organized labor of the State 
backed it solidly. Shiplacoff amended 
the bill to meet all objections and 
showed the committee members that 
the law exists in nine States, in some 
more stringent than the one he pre- 
pared. Yet the committee killed it. 

Cossack Bill Beaten. 

The vicious Cossack bill, which 
would have established a State con- 
stabulary to break strikes, was de- 
feated by a narrow margin largely 
thru Shiplacoff's persistent agitation 
against it. Backing him were all the 
labor organizations of the State. He 
warned the lawmakers that the Cos- 
sacks were sought by the capitalist 
interests to crush the workers who 
tried to rebel against intolerable con- 
ditions. The vote came at the end of 
the session of the Legislature. The 
Democrats, with the few indepen-^ 
dents won to his cause, made suffi- 
cient votes to beat the bill. 

"My term in the Legislature has 
been an invaluable experience," said 
Shiplacoff. "I now know better than 
ever what the working class must 
contend with. There mast be a work- 
ing class majority in tlje Legislature 
or there will always be class legisla- 
tion against the workers. The average 
legislator dees not consider the mer- 
its of a bill. He votes for a bill hop- 
ing that in return the others will vote 
for his bills. It's a case of 'You 
scratch my back a,nd I'll scratch 
yours.' 

"There are three kinds of men in 
the Assembly. There are the stuffed 
dummies. As I told an audience in a 
New York Assembly district, their 
Assemblyman probably does not beat 
his wife or get drunk and sleep in 
the gutter, but they might as well 
have stuffed a coat and a pair of 
pants and sent the dummy to Albany 
and saved the restaurant bill. He is 
no good. He does not even know 
enough to vote and follows the 
majority leader like a sheep. 

"Then there are the vicious fel- 
lows, the representatives of the big 
capitalist interests of the State. There 
is one man who needs only a monocle 
to complete the picture of a Fifth 
avenue swell. He came to me one day 
and said, with his Dundreary affecta- 
tion: 'Don't you know you introduce 
claws legislation'? 

" 'It is you who introduces class 
legislation,' I replied. 'Your bills are 
for the associations of manufactur- 

They Are "Nice Fellows." 

"The majority of the Assemblymen 
are nice fellows, well meaning chaps, 
but unable to think ^r themselves. 
They vote the way the majority 
leader tells them to vote and never 
worry what it is all about. We were 
friendly always and often the Tam- 
many men would come to me when I 
was tallying their votes on bills and 
ask, 'Have you got me down straight, 
Ship?' ' 

"They have a beautiful library in 
connection with the Legislature, but 
so far as I have been able to find ou.t 
I was the only one who took advan- 
tage of it. 

"The legislators do as little work 
as they can. On Monday night there 
is a quorum. On Tuesday there are 
fewer. On Wednesday there usually 
was a quorum, and then the rush for 
home began. On Thursday there 
never was a quorum. On Friday the 
chaplain prayed to vacant seats. Even 
in the last weeks, when the delin- 
quents were threatened with arrest, 
they hurried for home when the 
middle of the week approached." 



WORLD PEACE CONFERENCE. 

Plans are now being made for the 
calling of an international Socialist 
peace conference to be held at The 
Hague, June 26. The gathering will 
not be a general conference, as in- 
George j dicated in recent cable dispatches, as 
Hall, secretary of the American As- only representatives of neutral cour?- 
sociation of Labor Legislation, and tries will attend. 

other famous experts. The Committee | Morris Hillquit, international se- 
on Labor and Industries, of which i cretary of the American Socialist 
Shiplacoff is a member, is packed Party, has announced that he may not 
with manufacturers and others hos- be able to make the trip, owing to his 
tile to labor, so the bills' were reported [ work in the strike of garment work- 
unfavorably. ! ers in New York City. The Socialist 
Four or five bills providing just the Party national executive committee is 



opposite conditions demanded by 
Shiplacoff were slipped into the As- 
sembly without going to committee. 
On the floor of the Assembly Shipla- 
coff denounced this trick. He made it 
so hot for the politicians who en- 



choosing an alternative in case Hill- 
quit is not able to attend. 

Three prominent Swedish Socialist 
editors, Hoeglund, Oljelund, and lie- 
don, have been sentenced respectively 
to three years, 18 months and one 



gineered this trick that the bills were year's imprisonment, according to 
killed. : dispatches from Copenhagen. The 



TEACHERS AGAIN VICTORIOUS. 

Another victory has been won by 
the Chicago school teachers. The ap- 
pellate court has upheld the teachers' 
injunction against the school board 
preventing it from breaking up the 
teachers' union affiliated with the Chi- 
cago, the Illinois and the American 
Federations of Labor. The big bus- 
iness members of the school board, of 
course, are planning to fight the case 
to a higher court. But the teachers 
feel their fight has been won. It is this 
fight that has brought about the or- 
ganization of the school teachers in a 
large number of other cities. 



He Fights Mackey Bill. 
One of the most important fights 
Shiplacoff waged was against the 
Mackey Bill, which repealed the one- 
day-rest-in-seven statute in the case 
of dairy and creamery employes. 
When the bill came up in ShiplacofPs 
committee he put up such a hot fight 
that the others held a conference and 
the bill disappeared. It bobbed up 
later in the Senate, where it was 
passed by unanimous vote. Then the 
bill came to the Assembly. Shiplacoff 
fought against it and was on the 
watch so closely that it was laid over 
for action twelve times because the 
politicians feared a record vote. On 
the last time it appeared with an 
amendment which provided that only 
those who worked 54 hours or less a 
week should work seven days a week. 
Then the bill passed with just enough 
votes. Shiplacoff charges there was 
crooked work on the vote tally, but 



charge was that they had advised 
soldiers to strike if Sweden became 
involved in the war. 

Drastic resolutions * against war 
and condemning the military defense 
of neutrality were adopted by a con- 
ference of young Socialists held 
recently at Stockholm, Sweden. The 
conference recommended mass act- 
ions, culminating in a mass strike, to 
offset jingo agitation and plan*. 
Should a mass strike be insufficient, 
more energetic measures are recom- 
mended in support of the slogan with 
which the resolution conclude-s: 
"Peace at any price." 

The conference asked the party 
executive to call extraordinary con- 
ventions and to organize steps against 
a war. It was following this meeting 
that the Stockholm authorities 
initiated a prosecution against the 
three comrades who have now been 
sent to prison. 
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hile Strikes Rage, Rep. London Battles For Labor In Congress 




By LUCIEN SAINT. 

WASHINGTON. — Strongly pleading in the House of Representatives 
for a national system of social insurance, Socialise Congressman 
Meyer London characterized human society as "a mere aggregation 
of bipeds, each seeking to devour the other." "The workers," said London, 
"should npt be asked to assume all the burdens, all the risks, all the hazards 
of modern industry, with its accidents, occupational dieases 1 , life-sapping 
intensity, with its sudden rushes and its long slacks, with its constant fears 
and anxieties. And in the end the worker will pay for it all." 

"I know." he continued, "that the struggle for bread will continue to be 
bitter, and that the emancipation of the masse;-: can become a reality only 
with the abolition of the competitive system of society in which the property- 
less are at the mercy of the class which controls theHtand and the means of 
production." 

ARGUES FOR COMMISSION. 

London argued for his commission to investigate social insurance and 
formulate plans for the organization of a thorogoing nation-wide system. 
"We have learned," he said, "that society owes an obligation to compensate 
the worker against loss due to industrial accident. We are slowly coming to 
understand that occupational disease must be brought within the purview 
of compensation laws. Health insurance, which forms such a prolific source 
of profit to insurance companies 1 and of waste to the insured should be or- 
ganized on a national scale, and as a national function. 

"There is no reason why profit should be made out of misfortune. The 
poorest strata of society now pay to the various industrial insurance funds 
$1 in order to get back 40 cents. Insurance against loss by unemployment, 
sickness, invalidity, and old age must be undertaken by society and not left 
to private corporations." 

Rep. London's speech in full was as follows: 



LONDON'S SPEECH IN FULL. 

MR. LONDON. Mr. Chairman, on 
the J9tb day of February of this year 
1 introduced a resolution in which I 
asked for the appointment of a com- 
mission to prepare and recommend" a 
plan for the establishment of a na- 
tional insurance fund and for the 
mitigation of the evil of unemploy- 
ment. 

We had a most interesting hearing 
on the resolution before the Commit- 
tee on Labor of the House. Men of 
all political faiths appeared in sup- 
port, of the resolution and urged the 
need of a comprehensive study of the 
subject. 

Up to 1S12 there was only one 
political party which grasped the im- 
portance of dealing with the problem 
of unemployment, with health in- 
surance, and old age pensions from a 
national tUr.dpoint and as national 
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( Here is all the week's news worth ( 

} ^'hile boiled down for workers so busy $ 

} fifrhtinp: fer Socialism they do not have ) 

| time to read the daily capitalist papers. j 

FRIDAY, APRIL 28. 

British battleship Russell funk by mine in 
Mediterranean : Turks annihilate four British 
cavalry squadrons near Quatia, east of Buez 
Canal; fiehtinfr on French front confined lo 
aerial and artillery combats, there being full 
in fnfantry iction. 

Uprising in Dublin, Ireland, continues with 
lichttoff in streets where rebels, from trenches 
•md barrcades, ire Irintr on roldicrs. 

International Harvester Co., in Chicago, 
following example of other exploiters of labor, 
offers small wage raise, to lure strikers back 
lo work. 

.SATURDAY, APRIL 29. 

Ten thousand British at Kut-ela-Amara, 
Mesopotamia, rurrendcr to Turks; move 
made by fien. Townshcnd to prevent his 
if oops i'ying from hunger. 

"President of Irish republic" surrenders 
and cominander, ;ia>d to be James Connolly, 
well known Socialist, is reported killed; 
revolt in Dublin being crushed. 

Theodore Ri.osevelt, continuing his cam- 
paign /'or presidential nomination, demands 
universal military service in npeech before Il- 
linois Bar Association. 

SUNDAY, APRIL SO. 

Main body of Sinn Fein rebels in Ireland 
surrenders to British. 

Secret diplomatic exchanges between United 
States nnd Germany indicate Kaiser has no 
desire to break relet ions with this country. 
MONDAY. MAY 1. 

President Wilson suffers overwhelming de- 
seat when house of representatives, by Vote 
nf 313 to 165, declares against withdrawal 
from Philippine Islands within specified timi.. 

Germany is confident break with U. S. will 
avoided and friendly settlement of sub- 
marine issue reached. 

Europe's purchases of war materials In 
United States totaled $340,000,000 at end of 
lirst 20 months of war. 

TUESDAY, MAY 2. 

British claim revolt in Ireland is at an end, 
but martial law will be maintained: bill for 
immediate conscription to be introduced in 
Hriiinh house of commons. 

French take first line trenches of Germans 
at Dead Man's Hill and southeast of Fort 
Douaumonl. 

New South Wales ministry resigns owing 
to unwillingness of members to put Into ef- 
fect abolition of upper house as demanded by 
Labor Party. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3. 

United Slates troops to remain in Mexico 
foe month or two and then will be with-' 
drawn; hunt of Villa by Americans to cease 
at once, army being withdrawn north and 
concentrated at Colonia Dublan. 

Negotiations practically concluded for 
purchase of West Indies l>y United States for 
$5,000,0(10. 

Germany completes draft of reply to Amer- 
ican note; answer defining exact position of 
Berlin on submarine warfare to be sent im- 
mediately. 

Four leaders in Irish revolt executed in 
Tower of London; three others sentenced to 
prison. 

THURSDAY. MAY 4. 

J. M. Sullivan of New York, former Amer- 
ican minister to Dominican Republic, arrested 
in Dublin for complicity in Irish revolt. 

Congress io!d it would cost $800,000,000 lo 
make United Stulej; second rate naval \>owtr. 
FRIDAY, MAY 5. 

Reports from Germany indicate Kaisers' 
"eply to Pres. Wilson's note on nubmarine 
warfare may open path to peace; note makes 
considerable concessions. 

Four more Irish rebels executed nnd 7S 
given prison terms; Dublin under martial 
law. 



conservation measures. In 1912, Mr. 
Roosevelt, in his anxiety to smash 
the old Republican Party, which in 
his opinion had survived its useful- 
ness, was gathering together planks' 
for a platform which should bring to 
his support all the discontented. He 
consulted a number of men who had 
made a study of social problems', 
among them a well-known Socialist, 
for planks dealing with the social 
problem. Among these planks we find 
some dealing with the problem of so- 
cial insurance. 

* * * * 

PHRASES NEW TO AMERICA. 

THE PHRASES "social legisla- 
tion," "social conscience," "social in- 
surance," are rather new to America. 
There is no country in the world in 
which the spirit of individualism is 
so strong as in the United States. 
Individualism is the narrow applica- 
tion of the doctrine of self-help. 

"Help yourself, and never mind at 
whose expense," is the slogan of this 
philosophy. 

This kind of individualism assumes 
that every man can imorove his' con- 
ditions and take care of himself and 
his family and can rise out of poverty 
and destitution by personal effort. 
Any effort on the part of the in- 
dividual to invoke the aid of the com- 
munity, and particularly of the law, 
is condemned as repugnant to the 
American idea. 

Before our very eyes men have 
risen from poverty to opulence, from 
positions of insignificance to positions 
of prominence. We have financiers 
who started at shipping clerks. We 
have lawyers, judges, statesmen, who 
started as office boys'. And with these 
men as a practical example of what 
America and Americans can do, so- 
cial legislation, social insurance, so- 
cial problems, are to many utterly 
unintelligible expressions. 

This Republic had its birth in a 
rebellion against an oppressive Gov- 
ernment. Jefferson's theory that that 
government is best which governs 
leas't expresses perhaps better than 
all the books on liberty the theory of 
American individualism. When this 
doctrine was proclaimed there were 
some men in America who were 
richer than others, but there were no 
extremely rich nor extremely poor. 
At least, everyone had a 'chance. The 
resources of the country were un- 
touched. There were new lands to be 
occupied; opportunities- were un- 
limited; a strong and energetic man 
was bound to succeed. It was a fair 
contest and a fair race, in which the 
man with ability survived. 

CONDITIONS CHANGE. 

NO ONE will seriou'ily argue that 
we have the same stat of affairs to- 
day. Some industries have reached a 
stage of monopoly. No matter how 
able, how energetic, how self-reliant 
the individual may be, he can not 
hope to succeed in the race against a 
powerful aggregation of capital. He 
is no longer competing with an in- 
dividual who is- a little richer than he 
is. He is called upon to compete with 
an aggregation of power in the form 
of organized capital, a tremendous, 
overwhelming force beyond the power 
of any individual to successfully 
contend with, and surely beyond the 
power of the individual to overcome. 

The doctrine of self-help must be 
revised in the light of this 1 new 
phenomenon. Instead of the good, 
sound philosophy which spurred on 
every man to exert himself to the ut - 
most for himself and his family, so 
that he might some day, thru thrift 
and intelligence, reach a state of in- 
dependence and be his own boss, there 
has come another kind of self-help. 

Many an able man finds that he can 
help himself only by placing himself 
in the service of organized capital. 
It has come to be the highest am- 
bition, and this ambition is being 
fostered, to become a corporation 
manager, the editor of a paper backed 
by a powerful corporation, a cor- 
poration lawyer — in short, some kind 
of a corporation tool. And there is 
growing up a peculiarly servile and 
contemptible type of man, and the 
most contemptible of them all ia per- 
haps the corporation lawyer. 

Who is the great lawyer nowadays? 
Ts it the man who ha:; contributed a 
new thought to jurisprudence or a 
higher ethical conception ? Ts it the 
man who has thru the channels of 
legal activity enlarged the liberties 
of the people? No. Our great lawyers 
are the men who have; received big 
fees in the service or organized cap- 
ital. They are the men who guide the 
destinies of corporations and promote 
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their interests as against the inter- 
ests of the people. 

Mr. McCracken. Mr. Chairman, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. London. Yes. 

Mr. McCracken. Would the gentle- 
man apply that to Mr. Brandeis? 

$ * # 

LAWYER OF THE FUTURE. 

MR. LONDON. Mr. Brandeis is one 
of the few lawyers who have tried 
to make the profession of the law 
nobler. ,He has applied bis talent to 
prove the constitutionality of a law 
regulating the hours of labor for 
women. He has tried to bring the spirit 
of life into the dead letter of the law. 
He has broken away from the old tra- 
ditions of the corporation lawyer and 
has acted as the lawyer of the people, 
as the lawyer of the future. 

Mr. Huddleston. Will the gentle- 
man yield? 

Mr. London. I will. 

Mr. Huddleston. Is not that fact 
the reason why Mr. Brandeis is being 
opposed for confirmation? 

Mr. London. That is the principal 
reason; and if not on his own merits 
Brandeis should be confirmed be- 
cause of those who oppose him. (Ap- 
plause.) When Taft and Choate and 
Root oppose a man, be sure that man 
represents a noblg, idea and noble 
principles. (Applause.) 

But enough of this. 

Modern industry is organized on 
such a gigantic scale that in most in- 
dustries the individual capitalist must 
combine his capital with that of 
others in order to make his capital 
effective. It has become more and 
more difficult to fight singlehanded 
| the battle of life. 

While capitalist and capitalist are 
forced to join in corporations, worker 
and worker are irresistibly driven to 
join in unions, farmer and farmer in- 
to granges, and the most intelligent 
elements of all classes into the So- 
cialist Party. 

It is this new kind of self-help 
which seeks to accomplish the salva- 
tion of the great masses thru coop- 
eration on the economic and on the 
political field that is forcing to the 
front these new notions translatable 
into the phrases "social legislation," 
"social conscience," "social insur- 



SOCIAL INSURANCE PROGRAM. 

j I INTEND to present to you a pro- 
gram of social insurance, which is 
i part of the constructive program of 
i the Socialist movement. Broadly 
j speaking, the subject of social in- 
] surance can be subdivided into the 
j following branches: 
| 1. Unemployment insurance. 

2. Sickness and disability insur- 
ance, which takes in sickness, in- 
dustrial accidents, and occupational 
diseases. 

3. Invalidity and old-age insurance. 

4. Provision for widows and or- 
phans. 

In the ultimate analysis social in- 
surance carries with it obligatory in- 
surance against the hazards of un- 
employment, sickness, old age, and 
death. 

Social insurance had its origin in 
Germany in the eighties. The Social- 
ist movement had not only gained a 
foothold there, but threatened to en- 
gulf both the capitalist class and the 
Monarchy. Prior to that the Iron 
Chancellor had hoped to crush the 
rising movement of the Social 

; Democracy by repressive measures. 

j Socialist publications were suspended ; 

| their organizations were disbanded ; 

i the Social Democrat was declared an 

■ outlaw. These repressive measures 

j failed. 

j A new policy was then adopted by 
| the Iron Chancellor and the Imperial 
I Government. The Imperial Govern- 
1 ment undertook to wean away the 
, masses from the Social Democracy 
by a series of national measures cal- 
culated to mitigate the evil conditions 
in industry. A comprehensive pro- 
gram insuring the worker against old 
age, sickness, invalidity, and ac- 
cidents, and which continuously held 
out the promise of more thorogoing 
improvements, was offered to the 
workers. 

The Imperial Government has again 
failed to check the growth of the So- 
cial Democracy, which has become the 
largest party numerically in Ger- 
many, but it has contributed to the 
development of the most efficient, 
most intelligent, and most healthy 
working class of modern days. The 
German Imperial Government has 
been spurred on by the Social 
Democracy. Now the whole world 
talks of German efficiency. 

* # * -\: 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. 

LET US take up first the subject 
of unemployment insurance. 

It has long been contended by the 
Socialists that our present method of 
production and distribution involves 
the presence of a large army of un- 
employed. It would stand to reason 
that if industry is to be maintained 
on a competitive basis, which is the 
ideal of the conservative, that there 
must be competition between worker 
and worker for a job. 

In order that employer and em- 
ployer may compete they must be 
able to compete at the expense of the 
wageworker, because after all the 
principal co.st of production is the 
wage paid to the worker. Competition 
between employer and employer in- 
volves competition between man and 
man for a job, and the constant pre- 
sence of a number of men who are 
out of employment, of the jobless 
man seeking to replace the man who 
has a job. 

The Commission on Industrial 
Relations estimates that the in- 
dustrial worker loses on the average 
one-fifth of his time because of un- 
employment. The commission proves 
that "even in normal times the num- 
ber of unemployed is appallingly 
great." 

It appears that from 7 to 15 per 
cent of all the members of unions are 
unemployed at some time during the 
year. We are all familiar with un- 
employment during periods of de- 
pression and during the acute stages 
of depressions known as crises. We 
all know that a crisis means un- 
employment. 

Thus from the somewhat uncertain 
figures as they are presented by the 



census of 1900, the number of un- 
employed in that year reached the 
startling figure of nearly six millions 
and a half. Statistics of unemploy- 
ment were gathered in 1910, but they 
probably were so staggering that they 
were never tabulated, and they have 
never been made public. 

We have just emerged from a 
crisis during which there were almost 
as many unemployed as employed 
men. And the worse about it is that 
crises are of rather frequent occur- 
ence — we have had them almost every 
10 years. Because the evil of un- 
employment assumes a threatening 
character during each crisis, it does 
not mean that we are free from un- 
employment in normal times'. 

It will be readily conceded that 
every change or threatened change of 
the tariff disturbs industry and 
throws men out of work. It is a 
matter of history that protectionist 
industries, whenever a downward 
revision of the tariff was threatened 
or effected, have held out before the 
workers the prospect of shutting up 
the plants. 

* * * i- 

PRESIDENT'S WARNING IN VAIN 

WE ALL remamber the solemn 
warning issued by the President, that 
all who would atten.pt. to coerce their 
employes by threatening to shut down 
factories in resisting a downward 
revision of the tariff "would hang as 
high as Raman." The protectionist 
did not threaten, he only prophesied, 
but prophesied calamity with such in- 
sistence and with such emphasis that 
it had the effect of coercion. The pro- 
tectionist did not hang as high as 
Haman, but a large Democratic 
majority in Congress was reduced al- 
most to zero. 

The man working in a protected in- 
dustry, with nothing to fall back upon 
when separated from his job, can not 
afford to take any chances; and when 
he hears the political orator proclaim 
that a reduction of the tariff would j 
be followed by joblessness, he is in : 
nine cases out of ten likely to vote j 
back into power the protectionist in- ! 
terests. If the worker had something ! 
to fall back upon it would not be so 
easy to intimidate him. 

Our age has been characterized by 
the constant introduction of new 
machines and new appliances, of new 
methods of division of labor, of 
heretofore unknown systems of "effi- 
ciency. While every new machine, 
every new invention, every method 
that simplifies work or increases the 
productivity of man inures to the 
ultimate benefit of mankind, it has 
the immediate effect of causing a 
constant shifting of labor, of separ- 
ating men from their jobs. 

Ultimately a blessing, the intro- 
duction of a new machine or a new 
device is an immediate curse to tHe 
worker who loses his job. The object 
of introducing a new machine is to 
increase production and to economize 
on labor, anil unless the introduction 
of a machine in a particular industry 
will result in a demand for the article 
commensurate with the increased 
productivity, there will be idle men 
pounding the sidewalks. 

The full extent to which the pro- 
ductivity of labor is increased by the 
introduction of machinery can hardly 
be appreciated. I shall cite just a few 
instances. Thus, while it took 222 
hours to turn out 10 pairs of men's 
| fine-grade shoes by hand, it takes just 
29 hours to turn them out by mach- 
ine. The making of a watch move- 
ment, which requires 195 hours by 
hand, takes only 5 hours by machine. 
One dozen corsets, 210 hours by hand, 
18 hours by machine. Newspapers 1 , 
printing and folding 36,000 pages, 
216 hours by hand, 1 hour by mach- 
ine. Loading 100 tons of ore on cars, 
200 hours by hand, 1 hour by mach- 



GETS POOR CONSOLATION. 

IT IS a poor consolation to the 
breadwinner of the family ousted 
from his job to be told that in the 
long run mankind will benefit by the 
new machine. 

in some industries unemployment 
is more constant than employment. 
This is particularly true of seasonal 
trades and of those trades that serve 
the whims and caprices of fashion. 
In the building trades, in the clothing 
.rades, in the canning industry, in the 
umber camps and sawmills, the busy 
season is quickly replaced by the 
slack. Only a small proportion of em- 
ployes have work thruout the year in 
these industries. The resulting rivalry 
for a chance to be employed has a de- 
pressing effect upon the general level 
of wages. 

It seems as if some industries 
could not exist at all under present 
conditions, so miserable are the 
wages therein and so short is tyie 
duration of employment, unless there 
were a large army of casual workers 
ready to take any kind of a job. 

There has been an average of 15,- 
000 bankruptcies every year, and 
every bankruptcy means a tragedy in 
the home of the employe. 

The creation of a new market, the 
disappearance of the demand for an 
article by the substitution of another 
in its stead, the springing up of a 
new industry, the decay of an old one 
— all of these things have the effect 
of shifting the workers from their 
jobs. 

Unemployment, then, is not an ac- 
cident, not a rare thing, not an oc- 
casional thing, but an incident of in- 
dustry. It car. always be predicted, so 
far as seasonal industries are con- 
cerned. It is sure to come with the 
application of every invention. It is 
sure to follow a change of the tariff. 
Every fluctuation in the world of 
commerce, every depression, every 
crisis, every change brings in its 
wake unemployment. 

V * ."i! * 

BRASS BANDS AND CLUBS. 

AND VERY often, while tens of 
thousands of men walk the streets of 
our large cities in search of work, 
you will hear the farmer imploring 
the city laborer to come and help him 
out in gathering the harvest. 

Mr. Buchanan of Illinois. Mr. Chair- 
man, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. London. Yes. 

Mr. Buchanan of Illinois. Is it not a 
fact that in many instances the 
amount of money that the laborer re- 



ceives while employed in the harvest 
field is taken up in the charges of 
transportation to and from the place 
of work? 

Mr. London. Undoubtedly. The 
farmer will pay the city laborer $3 a 
day while he works, out after the 
rush is over the city laborer must fall 
back upon his own resources — which 
are nil — and finding himself without 
means of transportation, he only 
helps to glut the labor market. As 
somebody has recently expressed it, 
the city laborer is invited to the farm 
with a brass band, and is driven out 
with a club as soon as the harvest is 
in. 

We can not meet the problem of 
unemployment with spasmodic relief 
or temporary public works, nor by 
relying upon the kindness of employ- 
ers who, under competitive conditions, 
very often can not afford to be kind, 
nor upon vagrancy or poor laws. Un- 
employment is an ever-present hazard 
of industry, and must be dealt with 
as such. 

The Department of Commerce sends 
out daily consular reports, giving in- 
formation as to trade, manufacturing, 
and finance all over the world. A 
system of unemployment exchanges 
covering in a complete network the 
entire country could be made to per- 
form the same function for the 
laborer. In order that it should be 
successful it must be organized on a 
national scale and by the National 
Government. It must be made suffi- 
ciently elastic to enable the widest 
possible cooperation with the labor 
unions, end municipal and State labor 
exchanges. The employment ex- 
changes established by employers' 
associations are for the most part 
ordinary strikebreaking agencies. 

W * * * 

NOT JOBS BUT INFORMATION. 

A NATIONAL system of unem- 
ployment exchanges will not of itself 
furnish jobs. It will furnish informa- 
tion, eliminate a great deal of waste, 
and centralize the labor market. 

The 80 public employment ex- 
changes scattered in about 20 States 
offer but scant assistance. 

A majority of the civilized coun- 
tries of Europe have come to re- 
cognize unemployment as a charac- 
teristic feature of modern industrial 
life. Of the various methods dealing 
with unemployment on a permanent 
basis, I will just say one word about 
the Ghent system. The system which 
has its name from the city of Ghent, 
in Belgium, the first city to introduce 
it, consists chiefly in subsidizing 
labor unions which pay out-of-work 
benefits. It is a purely voluntary 
system. 

The boldest step in the direction 
of introducing a national system of 
unemployment insurance was taken 
in England in 1911. It may be worth 
while to give a brief outline as to 
how the English law works. The law 
was first made compulsory in refer- 
ence to seven industries embracing 
about 2,400,000 workers. Each em- 
ployer is required to pay into the in- 
surance fund 10 «ents — 2Vi pence — 
a week for every worker, one-half of 
which he deducts from the wages of 
each employe. These payments are 
made by affixing stamps to an in- 
surance card. The cards are obtained 
by the workers at the post offices or 
from any of the unemployment ex- 
change offices. The State treasury 
contributes 3% cents, so that em- 
ployer, employe and the Government 
each contribute to the insurance fund. 
At the end of the first year of the 
operation of the insurance law there 
was a surplus of $8,000,000. Six 
hundred thousand workers in in- 
dustries to which the law was not 
made compulsory, applicants came 
voluntarily within the provisions of 
the law. The most remarkable thing 
about it all is that 30 per cent of the 
men who applied for aid out of the 
unemployment insurance fund receiv- 
ed positions during the first week — 
England had a short time before that 
established a system of unemploy- 
ment exchanges — and that only 1 per 
cent of the total applications for 
relief were rejected. As the law now 
stands, the worker is entitled to not 
more than 15 week's unemployment 
benefit during any one year, 7 shil- 
lings each week. Of course, the 
amount is very small as compared 
with the American standard of living, 
but, as was said at the hearing, it is 
just 7 shillings more than nothing. 

To encourage trade-unions to pro- 
vide unemployment insurance the 
British act grants a subsidy to every 
union which pays a certain amount 
of out-of-work benefits. The entire 
act is based upon the fullest possible 
recognition of the trade-union as the 
agency which is best adapted to carry 
into effect the provisions of the law. 

The unions practically act as 
agents for the fund. The individual 
member of the union makes his pay- 
ments to and receives his benefits 
from the union, and the union is re- 
imbursed from the national unem- 
ployment fund. 

* * * * 

COMPULSORY ON INDUSTRY. 

It goes without saying that it 
would be extremely unwise to adopt 
in toto any European system of un- 
employment insurance. It must be 
made to conform to the higher 
standards of American life; it must 
not be permitted to destroy the in- 
dividuality of the worker; it must 
be founded upon the broadest 
possible cooperation with the labor 
unions. Instead of being compulsory 
upon the individual it must be made 
compulsory upon industry and upon 
the unit of industry — the employer. 
We are dealing with the effects of in- 
voluntary idleness, for which the in- 
dividual worker is not and should not 
be held responsible. 

Mr. Haugen. Mr. Chairman, I de- 
sire to yield the balance of my time 
to the gentleman. 

Mr. Chairman. The gentleman from 
Iowa has five minutes remaining. 

Mr. London. I thank the gentleman. 

We are dealing with the problem 
of unemployment on a national scale. 

Mr. Davis of Texas. Will the gentle- 
man permit a question? 

Mr. London. Yes. 

Mr. Davis of Texas. Does, not the 
gentleman think that if we could for- 
bid monopoly of natural opportunities 



that that would solve a great deal of 
the unemployment in the country? 

Mr. London. Undoubtedly. I will 
come to that a little later. In the 
discussion yesterday the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Overmyer) said that 
we used one-fourth of the available 
land and that one-fourth of the land 
we used yielded only one-half of what 
could be produced by intensive farm- 
ing. In the course of his remarks he 
also said, "We have the land and we 
have the brains." Yes the trouble is 
we have the land but utilize only one- 
eight of it, and we have the brains 
and do not seem to use any part of 
them. To come back to the subject of 
compulsory unemployment insurance. 

Upon examination, unemployment 
insurance will not appear as novel as 
it appears to be at first sight. Look 
at our workmen's accident compensa- 
tion legislation. For years the people 
of the United States were indifferent 
to the problem of the worker injured 
in industrial accidents. It seemed to 
be such an elementary proposition 
that a worker injured in the course 
of his employment should be com- 
pensated when disabled. It took years 
of agitation, and only after almost 
every country of Europe had intro- 
duced a method of compensating em- 
ployes disabled in industry 31 States 
became reconciled to the principle 
that industry owes an obligation to 
the worker to at least partially com- 
pensate him for loss sustained by ac- 
cident. The burden in these cases falls 
upon the industry itself, or upon the 
employer. 

In less than 10 years, 31 States 
have adopted the principle of work- 
men's compensation. I was amused 
when I received — after the adoption 
of the workmen's compensation act in 
New York — the announcement of the 
publication of a textbook consisting 
of six or eight volumes and upon 
which the author had spent many 
years of his life. The book dealt with 
the fanciful theories spun by cor- 
poration lawyers to defeat the claims 
of the workers for compensation. 

These volumes of the old-fashioned 
lawyer were so much waste paper 
now, because of the advance of social 
thought in America. He had been 
working away at old precedents and 
decisions while the minds of the peo- 
ple were working in the direction of a 
nobler method of dealing with the 

victims of industry. 

* * * * 

DEFECTIVE AND INADEQUATE. 

MOST OF these compensation laws 
are defective and inadequate. In most 
jurisdictions they still distinguish be- 
tween disablement due to an industrial 
accident and disablement due to oc- 
cupational disease. 

We now all understand that em- 
ployers have been forced to insure 
themselves in a fund, out of which 
the injured workers shall be paid, has 
resulted in a reduction of the number 
of accidents and in better methods of 
safety. In the same way inclusion of 
occupational diseases will work in the 
direction of compelling employers to 
introduce the most sanitary condi- 
tions in industry, so that the health 
of the worker will become the concern 
of the employer. 

It is not, then, a new theory that 
I am advancing when I seek to apply 
the principle which has been recog- 
nized in accident compensation to un- 
employment. Both are risks and inci- 
dents of industry. ' 

While we provide for unemployment 
insurance we must not forget that the 
primary object is to minimize unem- 
ployment and to prevent it as much 
as possible. Let us make a start and 
we will find that some order may be 
introduced in industry. 

* * * # 

EXTEND PUBLIC WORKS. 

WHY NOT begin with the ex- 
tension of public works? Why not 
force the lands now held for specula- 
tive purposes out of the hands of the 
absentee landlords and out of the grip 
of land sharks? Why not get busy 
conserving the natural resources? 
Conservation occupies a prominent 
place in the platforms of all political 
parties. 

It is a sad reflection on the states- 
manship of America that we have 
been thus far unable to save millions 
of acres of land from inundation by 
floods; that we have permitted the 
forests to be destroyed; that the 
building of public roads in agricul- 
turally and industrially backward 
sections of the country has not been 
organized on a systematic basis. Year 
in and year cut river and harbor ap- 
propriations are made, all without 
plan, without order, without system. 

Work which is essential to the very 
life of the nation is conducted in a 
haphazard manner, to the great 
amusement of newspaper wits, who 
charge Congress with "pork-barrel" 
legislation. 

I urge that simultaneously with in- 
surance against unemployment there 
should be taken up the problem of or- 
ganizing the public works of the 
country, such as the reclamation of 
arid lands, reforestation, the exploita- 
tion of our natural resources, work 
for the prevention of floods and 
inundations, for the reclamation of 
swamp lands, the building of public 



roads, canals, and similar undertak- 
ings. The present free and easy 
method of spending millions of dollars 
without any plan, with only local and 
temporary conditions in view, should 
be replaced by a permanent and na- 
tional development scheme. 

It is a conservative estimate that 
the unappropriated natural resources' 
of the United States exceed $30,000,- 
000,000 in value, an average of $300 
for every man, woman, and child in 
the United States. But this is a com- 
mercial way of valuing things. The 
worth of the natural resources still 
in the possession of the Government 
of the United States is incalculably 
more than thirty billions. 

Who can estimate the worth of 
natural iesources which, when utilized 
by the Nation and not thrown away 
in driblets to private owners, will give 
the means of life to millions of men 
and for generations to come? It would 
be like attempting to figure out in 
dollars and cents the value of the sun. 

V * * m 

TWO KINDS OF VETERANS. 

I HAVE given so much time to the 
subject of unemployment that I will 
have to be brief in dealing with the 
other branches of the subject of social 
insurance — old age and sickness. Old 
age and invalidity insurance, just like 
accident and disability insurance, do 
not involve a new principle. It is 
rather the application and extension 
of an old principle. 

We have long ago become accustom- 
ed to treat with reverence the 
veterans of our wars who are in need. 
I ask you now to treat with the same 
consideration the veteran of industry 
who is in need. There is no substantial 
reason why a distinction should be 
drawn between the man enfeebled by 
old age who has been rendering use- 
ful service to the country in industry 
or in agriculture and the former 
soldier. 

The morality of the Bible is sup- 
posed to lie at the basis of our moral 
system. Respect for the aged is a 
precept which is inculcated in every 
school child. Can we afford to repudi- 
ate one of the fundamental principles 
of our moral code by discarding the 
aged ? And do not forget, please, that, 
so far as industry is concerned, men 
become superannuated before they 
become old. 

It is not an unusual thing, but 
rather a frequent occurrence, to meet 
old professors, old teachers, and old 
statesmen, and the older they are the 
higher are they regarded by the com- 
munity. 

It is not so in industry. The man 
becomes old for the purposes of in- 
dustry when the ever-quickening pro- 
cesses of production make it impos- 
sible for him to compete in physical 
exertion with the younger man. 

The very term "superannuated" 
shows a cynical contempt for the 
dignity of a human being. It conveys 
the notion that the superannuated haa 
had too many years of life, more than 
our anarchical system of society can 
utilize for purposes of exploitation. 

If industry were conducted with 
some regard for human life and not 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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WOULD YOU 

show this standard high 
grade 42 key fully visible 
typewriter to your friends 
and let them see wherein 
It excel Is any other $100 
typewriter, if by doing this 
id rendering other small as- 
sistance, you could easily earn one 
keep as your own? Then by post card 
or letter to us simply say, "Mail Particulars.' f 
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UNITY CONFERENCE 

Proceedings of New Jersey Socialist Unity Conference held at 
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London Urges National Plan 
Of Insurance For Workers 



(Continued from Preceding Page) 

exclusively for profit, and opportunity 
might be found for the superannuated 
to be useful in a service requiring less 
physical exertion and more suitable 
to the diminishing vigor of the man 
guilty of the crime of getting old. 

r. * .-! « 

BOSS NOT INTERESTED. 

THE QUESTION what will become 
of the aged is no concern of the em- 
ployer. All that the employer is con- 
cerned about is that his overhead 
charges will be increased if he main- 
tains in his establishment a man who 
turns out less than others. Nor is the 
fact that some railroad companies 
and other large corporations have in- 
troduced old-age funds of much avail. 
When the private corporation estab- 
lishes- an old-age fund it practically 
says to the employe: "As long as you 
will be submissive during the days of 
your vigor and virility, when you are 
capable of demanding and enforcing 
your rights, and as long as our will 
will be law for you in your days of 
youth and strength, we will give you 
a littla something when you reach the 
age of 50 or 60 — after 15, or 20, or 
30 years of continuous employment 
with us." This is not an old-age 
pension. This is a tuft of hay held out 
to a mule. 

Other civilized countries have at- 
tacked ^his problem with the result 
that compulsory old-age insurance 
exists in Germany and France; old- 
age pensions in Denmark, Great 
Britain, France, Australia, and New 
Zealand; and a subsidized system of 
old-age insurance in Italy, Belgium, 
Servia, and Spain. 

In England, when the old-age 
pensions law was adopted, it was 
found that the treatment of the old 
in the past had been so inhuman that 
fully one-half of the aged were en- 
titled to pensions under the new 
system. I wonder if the statesmen of 
the United States will wait until a 
similar condition confronts us here? 

SICKNESS insurance. covering 
every form of disability, whether due 
to industrial or to nonindustrial 
causes, is again a problem which is 
soluble only by the community as a 
whole. We have learned that society 
owes an obligation to compensate the 
worker against loss due to industrial 
accident. 

We arc slowly coming to understand 
that occupational disease must be 
brought within the fiurview of com- 
pensation laws. Health insurance, 
which forms such a prolific source of 
profit to insurance companies and of 
waste to the insured should be organ- 
ized on a national scale and as a na- 
tional function. 

Insurance against loss by unem- 
ployment, si.'knesrf, invalidity, and old 
age must be undertaken by society 
and not left to private corporations. 

I have gi\en a brief outline of the 
subject of social insurance, which is 
part of the constructive program of 
the Socialist Party. I have not by any 
means exhausted the subject. I have 
only indicated the existence of the 
problem and have shown that it is 



not insoluble. Accident insurance has 
been established thruout Europe and 
ii.< 31 States of the Union. Compulsory 
sickness insurance has been intro- 
duced in about half of the countries 
of Europe, and voluntaty subsidized 
sickness, insurance in five or six other 
countries of Europe. Compulsory old- 
age insurance exists in two European 
countries. Old-age pensions and 
voluntary subsidized State systems of 
old-age insurance exist in 10 European 
countries, including Great Britain, 
France, and Germany. Unemployment 
insurance is rapidly spreading in large 
European cities and exists by national 
law in three countries of Europe. A 
beginning has been made in some 
countries in introducing widows' and 
orphans' pensions. 

* * * a 

MORE THAN MERE BIPEDS. 

IF THE worker could afford to buy 
all these forms of insurance, to buy 
unemployment insurance, sickness in- 
surance, old-age pensions, so as to 
make ample provision for his widow 
and orphans, one might be justified in 
contending that it should be left to 
the individual. But will anybody 
seriously claim that the great masses 
of the workers can afford to buy these 
forms of insurance? 

The worker should not be asked to 
assume all the burdens, all the risks, 
all the hazards of modern industry, 
with its accidents, occupational 
diseases, lifo-sapping intensity, with 
its sudden rushes and its long slacks, 
with its constant fears and anxieties. 
And in the end the worker will pay 
for it all. I know that the struggle 
for bread will continue to be bitter, 
and that the emancipation of the mas- 
ses can become a reality only with 
the abolition of the competitive system 
of society in which the propertyless 
are at the mercy of the class which 
controls the land and the means of 
production. It is not so much the 
economic advantage, altho that will 
not be slight, which will accrue to the 
masses, as the introduction of a prin- 
ciple of ethics into industry, of a 
moral law into a sphere of life where 
the law of force rules to-day. 

Human society should be something 
more than a mere aggregation of 
bipeds, «;ach seeking to devour the 
other. 

I urge the appointment of a com- 
mission to take up the task of organ- 
izing a thorogoing, nation-wide 
system of social insurance. 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Proposed National Referendum. 
By Branch Tustin, Local Orange Co., Cal. 

As an amendment to the National Consti- 
tution of thn Socialist Party, to be known 
as Article II, Section 7': 

"Any Socialist may be admitted to the 
branch as a Eocial member without the pay- 
ment of dues upon vote of the members of 
the branch : social members to have voice 
only in local matters." 

Ten members in :*oed 6tandins. 

Published for seconds. May 13, 191(5. 



The members of the Socialist Left 
in the Swedish Parliament, who are 
intensely supported by young ele- 
ments in the country, have been 
driving home their anti-war ideas 
more determinedly than ever in the 
last few months. They have been 
severely critical of the Government, 
the official parties, and the personal 
rule of the King and Queen, while 
they express admiration for the work 
of Liebknecht in Germany, of the 
I. L. P. in England, and of Socialists 
in Russia, Italy, and the Balkan 
States. Their anti-militarism is un- 
limited. 



SECONDS TO REFERENDA. 
Received Since Last Publication. 

By EWAUNA. KLAMATH FALLS. ORE. : 
(Proposing that the platfoim of the Canadian 
Socialist Party be submitted for referendum 
vote at the same time as the platform to be 
drafted by the National Executive Commit- 
tee. First published. Feb. 26, If 16.) Seconded 
by : No. 2, Louisville, Ky. : Hungarian, San 
Francisco, Cal. ; Newlove, Ca). ; Washington 
locals: Charter Oak, Washington, Sunny 
Hill, Davenport. 

By JUDSONIA, ARK. : (Proposing that the 
Socialist Party endorse the adoption of a 
universal language, preferably, Esperanto. 
First published, March 4, 191«.> Seconded by: 
Pine Bluff. Ark.; No. 1, La Crosse, Wise; 
Spokane. Wash. 

By RICHMOND. WASH.: (Proposing that 
Knrl Liebknecht be made an honorary mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party of the United 
States. First published, A' arch 11. 1916.) 
Seconded by: Ann Arbor, Mich.: Whitefish, 
i Mont. 

By BR. No. 1. SUPERIOR, WIS. : (Pro- 
posing that the party publish a bulletin to 
contain official business uul an open forum 
foi the discussion of party affairs. First 
published March 18, 1916.) Seconded by: 
No. 2, Louisville. Ky. ; 6th and 7th WUs., St. 
L"uis, Mo. : 22nd Wd., 3t. Luuis, Mo. 

By ALEXANDRIA CO.. VA. : (Proposing 
that all oli'cial matter be excluded from The 
American Socialist and that a weekly paper 
called The Socialist Party Journal, size 
about five by twelve inches, be published to 
contain the open forum and official business. 
First published, March 25, 1916.) Seconded 
by: Manhattan, Nev. ; Finnish, Monessen, Pa. 

By LOCAL KINGS CO., N Y. : (Resolution 
establishing the position of the Socialist Par- 
ty of America on Militarism and Prepared- 
ness. First published, \pril 1, 1916.1 
Seconded by : No. 2, Louisville, Ky. ; Minnie, 
Minn. : Brush, Colo. ; No. I, La Crosse, Wis. : 
Rose Hill, Okla. ; Connersvi'le, Ind. Finnish 
Branches: Cloquet, Minn.: New York, N. Y. ; 
Belden, N. D. : Portland, Ore. ; Brooklyn, 
N. Y. : Red Granite, Wis. 

By WOMEN'S BRANCH, POLISH, COOK 
CO., ILL.: (Proposing thnt the national or- 
ganization issue a special membership dues 
stamp for women, 'o be -old t in -e"ti<. 
First published, April 8, 1U16.) Seconded by: 
Finnish, Cloquet, Minn. ; Pine Bluff, Ark. ; 
Fort Lee, N. 3. : Huntington, VV. Va. ; Mt. 
La Fleur, Wash. : Whitefish, Mont. 

By MINNIE, MINN. : (Proposing that all 
disagreements between party members, 
especially thoso nominated for orhce, be taken 
up and investigated and the facts made public 
thru the party owned paper. Fivst published, 
April 15, 1916.) Seconded by: Finnish, 
Springfield, Mass. 

By GRAND RAPIDS. MICH. : (Proposing 
a semi-annual assessment of twenty-five cents 
upon all party members, to cover the expense 
Oi" publishing The American Socialist. the 
paper to be sent to every party member in 
good standing without further charge. First 
published, April 21, 1916.) Seconded by: No. 
1. La Crosse, Wis, ; Whitefish, Mont. 



Proctor, Vt., 13; Gardner, Mass., 230; San 
Francisco, Cal., 124. 
Total membership represented, 124S. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 
Comment on Pending N. C. Motions. 
On Motion No. 12. 

"That in the event Motion No. 11 is lost, 
the National Committee i>hall meet in special 
session June 17th, 1916, at 10 A.M.'' 

Des Rochcr : The party at large elect a 
National Committee to moat once a year with 
the specified duty of looking after the general 
affairs of the party and that can only be done 
by meeting in a body to discuss all issues. 
It cannot be done properly through Bub-com- 
mittees and referenda. Let us get together 
and do business and as to committeemen who 
are retarding the will of the majority by not 
voting on important questions, they should 
either resign or be recalled. 

Goebel : I vote "NO" because of a con- 
viction that a meeting means simply a gab- 
fest at a cost of five thousand dollars with 
nothing done for real organization, but in- 
stead, very likely, majority ?nd minority re- 
ports that submitted to the membership will 
mean a still bigger gab-fest for several months 
of the campaign period. Let's wait until after 
election and have a real conference where 
nothing can be discussed but how to best 
reach and organize the English speaking 
working class in America, as the Foreign 
Federations are doing for their nationalities. 
On Motion No. 13. 

"That Ihe "Official Business" and "Open 
Forum" and other materi.il of interest ex- 
clusively to the active party membership bo 
published in ;•. iwice-a-month [supplement lo 
'Ihe American Socialist." 

Ruthenberg: I am willing that every reader 
I of The American Socialist know the inner 
workings of the party. Those few individuals 
who are repelled by the fact that all our 
business is not conducted with angelic : weet- 
ne?s, we are better off without. If they ?oin 
the party with such a mistaken notion, they 
will soon learn the contrary, and if they 
would not have joined because we have dif- 
ferences of opinion which are not always ex- 
pressed in the gentlest language, they will 
not work with us after 'hey have joined :'.nd 
learn the facts. To use a supplement to hide j 
our differences will subject the party to a use- I 
less expense and in the long run weaken in I 
place of strengthening it. j 

Hearn: I vote "NO" on committee motion I 
No. 13 because I believe it will decrease the j 
circulation of the paper. ! 




"KILL THE BOY SCOUT MOVEMENT" 

SHOULD BE THE SLOGAN OF EVERY SOCIALIST 

Through the instrumentality of this movement capitalism is pre- 
paring a mail fist with which to crush the rising proletariat. A booklet 
by Sam Gilleland — "The T 3oy Scout Movement a Menace to Civilization" 
is dealing death blows i .his infernal organization. 

What others say of che booklet: "Send me up fifty copies of the Boy 
Scout exposure. You certainly stuck your heal in the middle of the 
snake's head when you wrote that booklet." Dr. S. A. Herington, 
Plummer, Ida. 

"Your package of Boy Scout booklets came this morning. I hasten 
to tell you how delighted I am with them. Work is piled round me up 
to my ears almost, but I let it all drop to read your booklet through. 
Without doubt it is the best thing I have ever read on this subject, and I 
endorse it without reserve." H. J. Stuart, Nampa, Idaho. 

"I am simply delighted with what you have done. I have hoped some 
one would do this job and do it well. This is precisely what you have 
done. Please believe me to be genuinely grateful to you for attending 
to this matter so effectively. The booklet deserves large — very large cir- 
culation." George R. Kirkpatrick. 

Price of booklet 6c per copy, 4c each in lots less than fifty, 3c each 
for fifty or more. 

Address, SAM GILLELAND, TWIN FALLS, IDAHO. 



EXPIRED REFERENDA. 
By Local Omaha, Nebr. 

ll"> members in good standing. 

Published for seconds, Jan. 15, 1916. Ex- 
pired, April 14, 1916. 

Proposed amendment to the constitution of 
the Socialist Party: "Art. II, Section 7. Any 
member of the Socialist Party who shall ad- 
vocate war or support it in any way thall 
be expelled from the party, and no applicant 
shall be accepted who advocates or supports 
war." 

Seconds: Finnish, Proctor, Vt., 33; Wichi- 
ta, Kans., 47 : So. Slavic No. 35, West Allis, 
Wis., 23 : Central Club, Baltimore, Md., 48 : 
loth Wd., Polish, Cook Co., 111.. 32. 

Total membership represented, 298. 



LLANO DEL RIO GO-OPERATIVE COMMUNITY. 

Situated in the beautiful and fertile Ante- 
lope Valley, Los Angeles County, California, 
founded by Job Harriman, May first, 1914. 

Are you tired of the struggle in the turmoil of the cut- 
throat, competitive system? Do you want to join the thous- 
ands of your comrades who are heading towards this colony 
which has made such a remarkable demonstration of the 
power of co-operation? Two years success and wonderful out- 
look for the future. We have no disemployed, no poor. All 
are rich in the immediate needs of life and in the vision of a 
wonderful future. We have an abundance of water from 
mountain streams flowing over thousands of fertile acres 
where nature's bounty is limitless. Why not join the hundreds 
of your comrades who are living happily in the Southern Cali- 
fornia Community? 

The Llano del Rio Company of Nevada formerly operated 
as the Nevada Colony Corporation. It has no connection with 
any colony excepting that located in Southern California. The 
membership department is located at Reno, Nevada. There is 
no connection between this Colony and the organized Socialist 
party though most of our members are Socialists, and many 
are party members. 

WRITE TODAY FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 
APPLICATION BLANK. THIS MAY MEAN THE OPEN- 
ING OF THE GATE- WAY TO YOUR FREEDOM. ADDRESS, 

mm DEL BIO COM OF NEVADA 

BENO, NEVADA. 



By Lettish Br., Minneapolis, Minn. 

6*> members in good standing. 

Published for seconds, Jan. 22, 1916. 

Expired, April 21, 1916. 

"That Charles Edward Russell be expelled 
from the Socialist Party for his Unsocialistio 
propaganda i'or preparedness." 

Seconds: Lettish Branches: Portland, Ore., 
2ft, No. 1, Boston, Mass.. 4.>0 : No. I, Cleve- 
land, O., jo. Finnish, Ho.'uiam. Wash., 58 ; 
Finnish, Hanna, Wyo., 100 ; Eng., Minnea- 
polis, Minn., 48 ; Mullan, Ida., 64. 

Total membership represented, 868. 

by Local Attica, Ind. 

1"> members in .wod Etanding. 
Published for seconds. Jan. 29, 1916. 
Expired, April 28, 1916. 
"That the Socialist Party platform for 
1916 shall contain planks demanding: 
! Cal That all communications received from 
! or sent to the representati - es of this or for- 
eign nations by the government of the United 
States shall be made public the day they are 
received or gent. 

lb) That all treaties made with foreign 
nations by the United States government r.hall 
be deemed null and avoid and not binding 
upon the people or government of the United 
States until adopted by the direct affirmative 
vcte of a majority of the people of the 
United States. 

(e) That the power to declare war shall 
be taken from Congress and restored to th<» 
| peop'e and in no case shall the government 
j of ths United States declare war or invade 
the territories of a foreign country unless 
authorized by the affimative vote of a majori- 
ty of the people of the : Triited States. '' 
i Seconds: i'ort Pierce, Fla., 16; Des Moines, 
I la., 83 : Ottumwa, la., 37 ; Chickasha. Okla., 
:18: Tulsa, Okla.. (members not given): Mul- 
i lan. Ida.. 64; Columbus. O., 100; Finnish, 
I Ashtabula, O., 114 : Wichita, Kans.. 47 ; Fin- 
! nish, Lanesville, Mass., 90 ; Finnish, No. 
| Adams, Mass., 13 : San Antcnio, Tex., 22 ; 
j Orraha, Nebr., 115; Wyandotte Co., Kans., 
20; Dixon, III., (members not given); Omega, 
Fla., 17. 

I Tota! membership represented, 771. 

By Local Wichita. Kant. 

42 members in good standing. 
Published for seconds, Feb. 5, 1916. 
Expired, May 6, 1916. 

"That on July first and October first, Nine- 
teen Hundred Sixteen, and January first and 
April first, Nineteen Hundred Seventeen, Each 
Party member shall be required to pay in the 
same manner as proviedd lor the payment of 
regular dues, the sum of twenty-five (25) 
cents for the purpose of creating a fund to be 
used in buying a side, •irectinpr a suitable 
building, and installing therein the necessary 
office furniture and oth*>r equipment for 
handling the clerical work of the National 
party organization, together with a complete 
modern printing plant, of sufficient capacity 
to supply all printed matter required by the 
party, including Socialist literature. Location 
of bunlling site to be determined by referen- 
dum vote of the party membership when the 
above named funds have been raised in the 
manner herein provided. 

These funds shall be under the trusteeship 
of the National Executive Secretary, who 
shall execute a good and sufficient bond in 
the amount veouired by the National Execu- 
tive Committee. Any of the funds remaining 
after the above work has been carried out 
may be used in purchasing stock for the 
printing department. 

Seconds i Des Moines, la., S3 : Kokomo, Ind., 
57 : Columbus, O., 100 ; Ottumwa, la., 37 ; 
Canton, 111., 28 ; York, Nebr., 14 ; Tenino, 
Wash., 11; Ness Co., Kans., 24; Toluca, 111., 
24 ; Omaha, Nebr., 115 ; Washington, Pa., 37 ; 
Vinco, Pa., 8; Fort Lee, N. J., 25; White- 
fish, Mont., 19 ; Dixon, 111., (members not 
given); Sherman, Wash., 15; Finnish Locals: 
No Adams, Mass., 13 ; Norwood. Mass., 158 ; 



EXECUTIVE COM. CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago. III., May 3, 1916. 
To the National Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades : On April 21st the Execu- 
tive Secretary and the Translator-Secretaries 
met to consider the critical war Lituation. It 
was the unanimous opinion that the party 
should take a definite stand in case war 
should be declared, and as the Executive Com- 
mittee could not meet on short notice, a pro- 
clamation was drawn up und offered to -he 
Executive Committee for adoption. Thereupon 
Comrade Maurer moved the .'.doption of the 
Resolution, and Comrade Germer seconds. 
The proclamation is as follows :— 

"The Socialist Party of America re-affirm- 
its unalterable position against war. More 
than a year ago this position was taken and 
it uees no reason now to change that position. 

"In the present crisis it sees no reason 
for plunging our country into the ruin which 
is only too evident in the European coun- 
tries. The workers of this country will bear 
the brunt of suffering if we engage in war. 

"Had President Wilson warned Americans 
to keep off the vessels of belligerents, us 
Sweden has done, in this war, and us Eng- 
land has done during the Russo-Japanese 
war, the present crisis would probably never 
have arisen. 

"If diplomacy were conducted openly and 
above board instead of it being guarded by 
the utmost secrecy and guided by the will or 
whim of an individual instead of it being an 
expression of public will, misunderstandngs 
between mi tons would be less frequent and 
the danger of war would be lessened. Had 
President Wilson conducted diplomatic rela- 
tions openly, we would know the facts in the 
present case which lire now denied Us. 

*'We repeat the accusation that business 
interests of this country, bankers, the Wall 
street gang and especially the munition 
manufacturers, are not only interested in 
perpetuating the war in Europe but are 
exerting their influence thru every con- 
ceivable channel to the end that this country 
be plunged into the bloo-iy maelstrom. 

"Knowing these fact3, we call upon all 
workers and those opposed to war to hold 
mass meetings, and voice their protest in 
unmistakable terms, denouncing the attempt 
tj stampede the people of the United States 
into a war that they do not want. We call 
upon the people to demand that this country 
keep its hand out of the European mad house. 
We suggest and appeal that the workers as ft 
measure cf self defense and as an expression 
of their power exert every effort to keep 
America free from the stain of a causless war, 
even to the final and extreme step >>f the 
general strike and the consequent paralyzation 
j of all industry." 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MOTION "I" 
By Maurer. 

"To adopt the proclamation as proposed." 
Vote closes May Hon, 1916. Ballot inclosed. 
Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111., May 4, 1916. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades : I am informed by Comrade 
Morris Hillquit that the conference of the 
neutral representatives if the International 
Bureau has been postponed until the 26t'n day 
of June ; largely to afford opportunity to the 
Socialist parties of the United States and of 
the Argentine to be represented. 

Comrade Hillquit states that he will make 
every effort to attend this conference, but 
owing to the fact that he is deeply involved in 
the Garment Workers strike of New lork 
City, it may be impossible for him to attend. 
If the strike extends into July it is probable 
that he will have to remain in New York. 

Comrade Hillquit says : "It is, however, of 
the utmost importance that the United Utates 
be represented at the first conference of the 
International Socialist Bureau held after the 
outbreak of the war, particularly as it is not 
improbable that the confercr.ee may be fol- 
lowed by other and perhaps more important 
developments. For these reasons I would 
urgently recommend : First, That an addi- 
tional representative be immediately rlected 
by the National Executive Committee ; 
Second. Whether or not such additional re- 
presentative is elected, that an alternate be 
designated as speedily as possible to take my 
place in the proposed conference if it should 
prove impossible for me to jo." 

Awaiting your instructions, I am 
Yours fraternally, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



DEMOCRACY. — The controversy 
over the election of our Executive Se- 
cretary has been a disgrace to the 
party. It has done harm to the cause. 
It has stirred up strife and bickerings 
that will not soon be forgotten. 

One lesson that I get, is that the 
Executive Secretary should be elected 
by the National Executive Committee 
and not by the party membership. I 
confess that I voted without knowing 
anything definite about the causes of 
the trouble and I know nothing as- to 
the qualifications of either Thompson 
or Germer. Other members of Local 
Missoula arc just as much at sea. I 
venture the assertion that more than 
nine-tenths of the membership that 
have voted on this referendum are 
in total ignorance regarding the quali- 
fications of these two comrades to 
conduct this most important office. 
That kind of work is a travesty on 
democracy. To require the member- 
ship to vote on men and measures of 
which they are ignorant and where 
they cannot inform themselves fore- 
dooms the experiment to failure. 

The Executive Committee meets at 
the National headquarters in Chicago. 
The members of this committee are 
in a position, to inform themselves as 
to the work of the national office. It 
is their business to know. They can 
vote for an Executive Secretary with 
some degree of knowledge as to what 
they are doing. Besides, the Executive 
Secretary should at all times work in 
harmony and accord with the Execu- 
tive Committee and the other depart- 
ments. That is a necessary condition, 
even Avith the most competent officials, 
if results are to be accomplished. 

The membership will still be in a 
position to safeguard the interests of 
the party. They elect the members of 
the Executive Committee. They have 
the right at all times to recall the 
Executive Secretary and any or all 
members of the Executive Committee. 
They can lequire the National Office 
to carry out their will. 

Our hope is in the party member- 
ship. But our democracy must have a 
workable instrument. — JOHN H. Mc- 
GUFFEY, Missoula, Mont. 

REMEMBER THE PARTY. — By 

the time this gets to the press the 
voting for members of the N. E. C. 
and National Secretary will be over 
though the result will not be known. 
It cannot be charged that this state- 
ment is made to influence votes nor 
to bid for favor. 

As one who was a candidate for 
National Secretary, whether elected 
or not, I hope that the pronounced 
feeling injected into tho election will 
end with the closing of the ballot and 
every member will work zealously for 
the Party, not only to score a sweep- 
ing victory at the coming Presidential 
election, but to build up a strong or- 
ganization for the battles that will 
be fought thereafter, until our final 
goal is achieved. 

I should rather not be elected 
National Secretary if that would keep 
the membership active and harmoni- 
ous. I would rather have an active, 
militant, harmonious Socialist Party 
than be National Secretary. 

In the interest of our cause we 
must forget that there is a Carl D. 
Thompson or Adolph Germer and re- 
member that there is a Socialist Par- 
ty, a working class political organiza- 
tion, that is infinitely more important 
than any member in it. 

No National Secretary nor Na- 
tional Executive Committee can con- 
duct the affairs of the Party success- 
fully unless they have the hearty sup- 
port and co-operation of the member- 
ship. 

Whether it be Thompson or Germer 
as Secretary, and Hillquit, Berger et 
al as Executive Committee, we must 
work on consistently and persistently 
to make the future belong to us. — 
ADOLPH GERMER, Mount Olive, 111. 



that one is a miner and the other an 
ex-preacher. 

The essential difference between 
them, as The Leader sees it, and as 
I see it, is rather that Thompson has 
had plenty of first hand experience 
in the affairs of the national head- 
quarters, whereas Germer has not. 
It is not wise to send an inexperienced 
man into tho position of national se- 
cretary during a national campaign. 
It requires at least six months for a 
new man to become fully acquainted 
with his duties in the national office. 
Comrade Thompson is already ac- 
quainted with them. 

By this test, which casts no re- 
flection upon the character, profes- 
sion or class-consciousness of any 
candidate, the party membership 
should and will judge between Com- 
rades Thompson and Germer. — A. 
BEUTLICH, Chicago. 



PARTY OFFICIALS. 

recent election, B. F 



ELECTION OF 

VIRGINIA : In 
Ginther of Brookneal was elected State Se 
cretary. and I. L. Burgess re-elected National j 
Committeeman. i 

NEW MEXICO: C. B. Lane of Alto, has! 
been apopinted Acting State Secretary to fill j 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of ! 
Mrs. De Roy Welsh. ! 



BOOK REVIEW 



SAVAGE SURVIVALS, by Prof. 
J. Howard Moore. Published by Chas. 
H. Kerr Co., Chicago, 191pp., cloth 
binding, illustrated, price $1.25. 

Savage Survivals is a companion 
book or rather an introduction to The 
Universal Kinship. It consists of a 
series of lectures on biology delivered 
at the Crane Technical High School, 
Chicago. It is written in a simple 
style, highly entertaining and is in- 
structive thuout. 



Gene Debs has written a book that 

is being issued by the Rip Saw (Pon- 
tiac Building, St. Louis) at 50 cents 
per copy. It is entitled "Labor ant! 
Freedom," and includes numerous es- 
says that he has written and speeches 
that he delivered upon various occa- 
sions. It is just the kind of little 
work that will reach a large circula- 
tion. 



Robert Minor's war pictures, drawn 
in the European war zone last year 
and printed in many newspapers, have 
been republished in book form and 
can be had by sending 25 cents to 
New York Call, 444 Pearl street, New 
York City. 



AN APPEAL TO PREJUDICE.— 

Please allow me to call the attention 
of your readers to an editorial which 
appeared in the Milwaukee Leader, 
April 15, which brings out certain 
facts that all our members should 
know, and expresses the views I wish 
to present. 

In an editorial in the New York 
Volkszeitung of March 2'6, that paper 
attempts to prejudice the party mem- 
bers against Carl D. Thompson on 
the ground that he is in ox-preacher, 
and prohibitionist and to boost in his 
stead Adolph Germer for being a 
class-conscious working man. 

Now, as a matter of fact, Comrade 
Thompson, is not a prohibitionist, and 
ha has never tried to commit the So- 
cialist party to prohibition. He has 
merely as a member of a socialist 
party committee stated the two sides 
of the question, and that in his 
opinion more sound arguments can be 
given in favor of temperance than in 
favor of drinking. 

The records of the party are open. 
We challenge the Volkszeitung to 
prove from the party records that 
Comrade Thompson ever tried to 
commit the Socialist party to the 
position, thai; the church is a friend 
of the working clas3, or that the in- 
troduction of prohibition would be for 
the benefit of the community. 

The Socialist party has refused to 
indorse national prohibition, but it 
has not declared that a man must use 
liquor or any beverage before he can 
become a member or officer of the 
Socialist party. 

Thompson is as class-conscious as 
Germer. His being an ex-preacher 
does not make him less of a class- 
conscious proletarian. The over- 
whelming mass of preachers outside 
the Catholic church are worse paid 
than a wage worker receiving the 
lowest union scale. This is a matter 
of common knowledge. 

The fact that the Volkszeitung has 
to rest its case upon the pettiest ap- 
peal to prejudice shows the weakness 
of its position. If an ex-preacher is 
accorded the right of party member- 
ship it is rank demagoguery to try to 
exclude him from the full member- 
ship privileges by disparaging refer- 
ences to his former profession. 

The national secretary of the So- 
cialist party should be, not onlv n 
propagandist, he must be a practical 
builder. The essential difference be- 
tween Germer and Thompson is not 



CHANGE OF POLICY.— The mat- 
ter of the policy of The American So- 
cialist is agitating many comrades. It 
is very evident that the present policy 
is not satisfactory. 

When the paper was first establish- 
ed in the May meeting of the National 
Committee 1913, it was because we 
needed a better means of communica- 
tion for the party business, not for 
the establishment of a propaganda 
paper. The old Party Builder adhered 
to the policy of a paper for Socialists. 
Since The American Socialist has 
been established, the policy seems to 
be to get out a paper for non-mem- 
bers first and for members second. 

The movement in this country does 
not need and cannot maintain two 
propaganda papers of large general 
circulation, nor do we need it. We al- 
ready have one paper in the Appeal 
to Reason, covering that field and it 
will be conceded that the Appeal 
covers that field better than we can. 
It has a larger circulation, it accepts 
advertising which we cannot accept 
and therefore has funds to pay for 
such writers as Benson, Turner and 
others. If we establish a straight pro- 
paganda r a P er > it will necessarily 
mean that we will be in competition 
with the Appeal. We must, in the 
nature of things, either compete the 
Appeal out of business or it will com- 
pete our paper out of business. So- 
cialists will realize the waste in such 
a competition. The sensible thing to 
do is to take over the Appeal to 
Reason if we want a propaganda 
paper. It probably is not known to 
many comrades that in 1913 an offer 
was made to sell the plant of the Ap- 
peal at the price of the physical 
valuation. I believe the Appeal own- 
ers would sell the Appeal today. 

What we need more than anything 
now is a weekly paper for party mem- 
bers only, not necessarily strictly on 
party business but at least it should 
have the policy of appealing to the 
party members first and sympathizers 
second. It should have solid educa- 
tional articles, news of what the 
locals and states are doing, what so- 
cialists are accomplishing, etc. It 
should have the same policy that we 
have in every local, that is to say, 
freedom of speech always with due 
regards to proper decorum. In other 
words, the paper should be in the 
nature of a mail session of the mem- 
bership, discussing their questions, 
each to be given the same latitude he 
has in the local. This would really 
educate and build up our membership 
and give us a means of communica- 
tion which we have never had and 
which we have not today in The 
American Socialist. — WALTER 
LANFERSIEK. 



PROPOSITION GOOD ONE. — 
The proposition of separating the 
official business from the propaganda 
and making two papers is a good one 
and we believe that it will help build 
up The American Socialist. My own 
experience shows that the official 
business is very seldom. read by even 
the membership. It would be a good 
plan to allow the membership to 
subscribe, say 10c a year for tho 
Party Builder and issue it monthly. 
Half of the Washington Party 
Builders that are published are never 
read and it is only a waste of money 
publishing something that somebody 
does not want. On every application 
card should be printed the proposi- 
tion of whether the applicant wishes 
to subscribe to the Party Builder or 
not. If they do then the money can 
he collected by the secretary and for- 
warded to the National Office. A 6iib 
card attached to the application card 
would also be convenient. — HENRY 
W. WATTS, Business Manager. 
Northwest Worker, Everett, Wash. 



FAVORS NATIONAL KICKER.— 
It is to be hoped that the attempt to 
do away with the Open Forum in our 
National organ meets with defeat. I 
fully agree with the opinion that a 
paper, in which not only the minutes 
of the executive business of the party, 
but also the rows between the factions 
and the unstinted criticisms of one 
another is published, makes a poor 
propaganda paper to distribute among 
the proselites. But then, why not 
abolish the propaganda part and pre- 
serve the laundry, where we wash our 
dirty linen? Every privately-owned 
Socialist paper in the country is u 
propaganda paper and a suppressor 
of news and opinions, not to their 
fancy, some notoriously so. We can 
safely trust to the private enterprises 
the pleasure it gives their respective 
editors to flaunt their wisdom before 
uninitiated admirers, but we cannot 
trust free speech and a free pj>ss in 
their care. When a party officii* goes 
wrong the membership should know, 
when a local or state organization 
takes some action, good, bad or in- 
different, it should be possible to find 
some place where to publish the news, 
criticize the action and propose 
remedies. That place should l.e our 
National Organ, since no other paper 
can handle unpleasant truths without 
making enemies. The subscription list 
of the privately-owned paper is never 
too long and it cannot afford to be 
curtailed each time the editor gets a 
spasm for truthfulness. But the Na- 
tional Kicker could be made independ- 
ent by obligatory subscription. Yours 
for a free press and a speedy revolu- 
tion, FRANS BOSTROM, Tacoma, 
Wash. 



Socialists at Dayton, Ohio, are pre- 
paring to test the constitutionality of 
an act approved June 4, 1915, which 
requires every political party to pay 
a fixed fee for each candidate it 
nominates. To put a full ticket of 
seventeen candidates in the field and 
pay a fee of from $5 to S25 per can- 
didate would require more money 
than the whole campaign fund of the 
Socialist party here amounts to. Be- 
sides placing their candidates in no- 
minations and attempting to man- 
damus the Board of Elections to place 
them on the ballot Without charge, 
the Socialists are preparing, in the 
event of these tactics failing, to put 
a few names on the ballot by paying 
for them, in order to have part of ;i 
ticket. A special fund is being raised 
to take care of this. 



The ruling class may have its 
hoarded geld, which all too often be- 
comes a curse to its possessors; the 
working class has its noble ideals 
which beckon them onward and lead 
them upward forever. 




Did You Say 
What You 
Wanted to Say 

You were arguing* maybe — or trying to 
make a talk — or writing an important letter. 
And you couldn't say just what you had in 
mind. What's the trouble? Couldn't you 
find the right word ? You need our course in 

Plain English for Every Day 

No frills— no extras. Just Plain English- 
the things you need to know in order to 

FIND THE WORD YOU WANT 
USE GOOD ENGLISH 

SPELL CORRECTLY 

TALK EASILY AND WELL 
MAKE A GOOD SPEECH 

WRITE A GOOD LETTER. 

TMity Lsssis in Thirty WeeKs— FIVE CENTS A DAY 

You study at home; you earn as you learn; you pay to suit 
your convenience; you receive expert teaching and personal help. 

Hundreds of students in every part of the world are 
enthusiastic over this course. 

You get it at cost because it comes from the College of the 
workers, which is run for service and not for profit. 



DO THIS NOW 



CLIP THE COUPON 



EASY PAYMENTS. MAIL THIS COUPON NOW. 
THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, FORT SCOTT, KANSAS. 

Please send full information regarding the .'JO weeks ' Course in Plain 
English. 

Name , 

Address 

City 

State 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



TITE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, MAY 13, 



Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



nAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



Henry Dubb And Sis Ballot 



By Ryan Walker 
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THE LAST TIME. 

This week the order blank for the 
HENRY DUBB EDITION is being 
published for the last time. This edi- 
tion is good for distribution as long 
as there is a Henry Dubb left in the 
land. A supply of this edition will be 
kept on hand to fill your order if It 
arrives soon. So get on the job! 
Send in your order! 

Here's an extract of a letter about 
the Henry Dubb edition from H. J. 
Stewart, of Nampa, Idaho: 

"This number is a hummer in all 
respects and I want to send some 
marked copies to friends". 



ROLL OP HONOR 



Comrade William F. Groenc. of Moline, 111., 
subscribes for six months and nets that book 
bv the Socialist mayor of Milwaukee, Daniel 
W. Hoan, entitled, "Regulation — A Fraud and 
a Failure". . 

Comrade G. C. Bushaw, of Detroit, Mich., 
comes in with a list of nine. 

One of Mayor Hoan's books also sroes to 
Arthur Horn, Washington, D. C. . 

Two doctors head the list of five sent in by 
Comrade William Diehl, of Julesbure, Colo. 
All doctors ought to become Socialists after 
witnessing the results of disease under the 
capitalist system. 

The Ukrainian Socialist weekly sends in a 
list of 11 subs secured among Ukrainians. 

Comrade R. Smith, of Xenia, 111., sends In 
a club of three and ask* us to send him n 
sub card to go out and round Up another 
Henry Dubb. 

Comrade Mar Crucius, of Milwaukee, sends 
in a club of four six month's subs, all of 
them to get Mayor Hoan's book. 

"Our paper is doing a great work every- 
where, even in this town, where everyone is 
seared with the hot iron of Ignorance", is 
the message that comes from a comrade at 
Blumound, Kans. 




its cjaevr To&e 



The Million Dime Column 
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QByWdl/er Thomas Mills^ 
v,. author of" Democracy or Despotism" 



The Great Struggle 

Bv EDMUND R. BRUMBAUGH. 



The class struggle is the great 
struggle. Is one other can compare 
with it. Most other struggles are 
parts of it or are governed by it. 
Great issues are involved in it; great 
principles are at stake. Upon the out- 
come depends the further develop- 
ment or utter decay of civilization. 

The class struggle, beginning with 
civilization, has increased in intensity 
as civilizaton has grown and develop- 
ed. As the years come and go class 
lines become more clearly marked, 
the issue more sharply defined. The 
conflict of Capital and Labor in in- 
dustry and politics takes on new 
vigor as bcth sides realize its im- 
portance. Move and more the prize 
for the victor becomes the entire 
ownership and control of industry. 

>K * * * 

IN STRUGGLE is the secret of 
racial advancement. Much of it in the 
past has been accompanied by trial 
aiul hardship and suffering untold, 
but such have not been essential to 
advancement; the principal work of 
the trial and hardship and suffering 
ha* been but to hinder. Starvation is 
never the secret of character and 



THE IRISH REBELLION. ] 0 f Ireland from oppressive conditions 
N THE midst of the unutterable | maintained under the authority of the 
European darkness, there is seen j British flag, 
but a single ray of light. 

HOME RULE. 

SINCE the old time struggle for 
Irish deliverance from the consequen- 
ces of British conquest the whole 
world has learned the better way of 
promoting the extension of social 
solidarity by federation rather than 
by conquest. 

In keeping with this general world- 



The only war which is ever justifi- 
able is* a war for liberty. And, even 
then, it is justifiable only as a last 
resort. Slavery is worse than death. 
To die, even in a hopeless battle for 
freedom, is not so pitiful as* to submit 
to slavery. Liberty is better than life, 
for without liberty life itself is a mis- 
fortune. Slavery is worse than death, 



for slavery means the loss of all the j w ide movement the growing demands 
blessedness of life, while all its j f or Irish independence naturally 
burdens and misfortunes still survive. ; shifted to the more moderate and 

more rational demand for Irish Home 



A WORLD-WIDE SURRENDER. 

ALL OVER Europe Democracy has 
been surrendered at home in order 
that the oppressor might l-etain or 
extend his power to oppress, away 
from home. 

Even the special provisions made 
for the housing and the feeding of the 
families of the absent soldiers have 
been made with the distinct under- 
standing that they are temporary 
concessions, made by the masters, 



Government. It had been discovered 
that Scotland, Wales and the larger 
Territorial Divisions within England 
itself were quite as much in need of 
Home Rule as was Ireland. During the 
last few years the movement had 
taken root by which all of the great 
ancient subdivisions cf the British 
Isles were to be restored the rights of 
local self-government. 

The historic special powers inher- 
ent in the special privileges of British 



are Home Rulers. While among the 
masters the Edward Carson rebellion 
was nourished and supported by a 
combination of the old exploiters of 
Irish labor in Irish factories and on 
the Irish docks by both Catholics and 
Protestants alike neither seeking for 
the glory of religion, but all seeking 
for the power to exploit the workers, 
Catholics and Protestants alike. 

The old fiag of Ireland was a Green 
Flag; the Flag of her rising Industrial 
Democracy, the flag just hoisted in 
Ireland over her public buildings, and 
defended not by her rabble but by 
her best and most devoted sons, bore 
the three stripes of the green, the 
orange and the white. The disinter- 
ested devotion of the white, the in- 
dustrial independence and Irish soli- 
darity of botn the yellow of the 
Orangemen and the green of ancient 
Ireland proclaim the nature of this 
contest in a banner never before 
equalled in its exact expression of 
the idea for the sake of which it gave 
itself to the free' air above scenes of 
bloodshed. 

* * $ * 
DEMOCRACY TRIUMPHANT. 

THAT FLAG has been torn down, 
trampled under the ruthless feet of 
power, and drenched in the blood of 
those who made it. That is the las': 
word from Ireland, but it is not the 
last act in this long, long drama. A 
new ideal of Irish solidarity, the 
orange and the green have been en- 
throned together in the Irish heart in 
behalf of a rational national aspira- 
tion that can never be satisfied until 



Taxes Trouble Donks | 



W; 
1 



„nd to remain in force only so long I landlords had been overthrown in a 
as the soldier is needed away from series of British elections and the 
home. They have been granted with | House of Lords had just been denied 
a standing notice that thev are to last | lts P ower . a "X J°PSi r c0 delay the ad " 
only until the soldiers return, when ! vances of British Democracy, 
thev are to be made again the victim 1 * * * * 

of Industrial exploitation, to suffer THE RISE OF LABOR, 

again in the future from industrial 1 IN ALL of the British Municipali- 
disaster and social neglect as they i ties, in Scotland and Wales, as well 
have suffered in all the past. , as in Ireland, the chief instrument in 

The patriotic fervor which has led the delay of progress i? the lack of 



(Special Correspondence) 
ASHINGTON.— Revenue for 
the federal government from 
taxing the ordinary products 
of industry will be the policy of Con- 
gress shortly to be announced in the 
form of a bill in the House. Coupled 
with this scheme will be a prooosi- 
tion to raise more money from the in- 
come tax law — not too much to scare 
the rich, and not enough to do much 
with. 

Any way they turn the Democrats 
are up against it on the revenue pro- 
position. On one side they run into 
the Republicans who tell them that :f 
they hadn't fooled with the tariff, 
there would be plenty of money for 
the expenses of the Government. This 
is the fact, for imports are larger 
than ever before, but no revenue is 
derived from them. On the other side 
they run into the radicals who tell 
them that it spells economic disaster 
to tax things like beer, gasoline, tele- 
phone calls, checks, and so forth, 
merely adding burdens lo the cost of 
living. 

Dodge Inheritance Tax. 
Between these two fires the Dem- 
ocrats are dodging a stiff inheritance 
tax, which would easily give plenty 
of money, a rigid enforcement of the 
income tax, which, experts reckon, 
would bring in hundreds of millions' 
of hidden funds, and government 
ownership schemes, which would re- 



make good, the women are saying 
that if the Democrats do not pass the 
amendment, they will go into the field 
and fight them for reelection. In many 
districts where the women have the 
vote, this kind of tactics would turn 
the tide against the anti-suffrage can- 
didate, and plenty -of far-sighted 
politicians realize this and it worries 
them . 



IN THE WORLD OF LABOR. 



By Max S. Hayes. 



WHAT with U. S. troops doing- 
strike duty in Alaska, the militia on 
guard at Hastings-on-the-Hudson, the 
Pennsylvania Cossacks busy at Wil- 
kesbarre, several companies of militia- 
men and hundreds of deputies active 
in the Pittsburgh district and else- 
where, the advocates of "prepared- 
ness" ought to be dwelling m a state 
of heavenly bliss at these manifest- 
ations of patriotic viyilance. The o;;e 
thing lacking now to maite the cup 

of happiness overflow is to appoint) . ..... „. n - f 

T. Roosevelt commanuer-in-chief of ' Additional Recrmt 
the combined field-l'ovc^s. 



Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER. 

Total number of dimes received up 
to and including Saturday, May 6: 

20,001 

This makes a gain of 1,119 dimes 
for the past week. 

DIME BANK DIVISION ORGAN- 
IZED. 

Over 200 banks, are already in the 
hands of gunners and new applica- 
tions for membership in this division 
of the army come in with every mail. 
Within ten days all of the 1,000 
banks wll be out performing their 
function. There is room for just a 
small number of applicants and if you 
want to be among the first thoiissjid 
workers then send in ycur name and 
address at once, and if there's a bank 
left it will be sent out to you with 
full instructions. 

879,999 Dimes Needed. 

We are that many dimes short of 
the million. And this shortage in 
munitions must be supplied between 
now and the start of the campaign. 
You can't fight without munitions. 
Don't expect the party to put up a rip 
roaring, sky-rocket and victorious 
campaign unless you are willing to 
do your full share in furnishing the 
ammunitions to do it with. If you are 
one of the 879,999 that did not send 
in his dime, then do it now. Also 
get that other fellow to do it. And 
remember you are not restricted to a 
dime. A quarter, half or dollar and 
more will be accepted and will en- 
hance our ammunition magazine. 
Don't be one of the "'outs", be one of 
the "ins". 



Home Rule not only for Ireland but j duce the cost of living and bring in ! 0 «y* b xiit. piui* 

for the English-speaking world has steady streams of supply money. ', atel l Perverted Alatne. , 
k«m » a * a M&h*A v. v L a ™^.™t. «> *u a i roasted him editorially, d 



JAMES Maurer, president of the 
Pennsylvania State Federation of 
Labor, is going to bring damage suits 
against a number of New York 
dailies. Several week's ago Maurer 
made a speech in New York ar.d ex- 
plained how one of the Pennsylvania 
Cossacks had ridiculed the United 
States flag. The plute sheets deliber- 
addre«s and 



Cal. 



been established. 

Peace cannot come again with the 
Irish situation avoided and forgotten 
thru the disaster Of Continental war. 
| Whenever peace shall come on the 
' Continent Home Rule with the 
distinct knowledge that that will 
mean Industrial Democracy will come 
to its own. 

What will be born out of the 



!-%4 verW Povertv rioeTnot wo- i many , millions of European workers power in any of these municipalities j measureless slaughter of the Con 

cCnieAerneilt. novelty OOeS not piO- it i t witVmnt fa ferine- into t.VlP Ipvp,, tn miilH a w»ev in imnvnvA tha „T„„„ r>„* 



~ . • -i.-„u „i ™ „^ i to walk without faltering into the : even to ouild a sewer, to improve the 
mote efficiency in the highest sense of u „„ i ti, +. „+• ! „„v.--i„ ...i.- iL ^ 

that word. Contact with vice is not 
conducive to virtue nor need to proper 
appreciation of the good things of 
life. When men rise much above the 
brutes of the jungle, -they will 
eliminate the cruelty and tragedy of 
the jungle from their affairs. Field 
for struggle will remain, struggle 
that will develop instead of degrade, 
struggle that will lift up instead of 
crush down. The human struggle 
should be on a high plane to be wor- 
thy of humanity. It is enough to en- 
gage every energy to struggle for 
mere intelligence, more uprightness, 
more usefulness; in short, for the 
liner, more enduring attributes. 



tinental armies is not clear. But the 
street fighting in Dublin will mark 
the beginning of a new era in the life 
of Ireland and in the Industrial and 
Political Institutions of the British 
world. 



THE DOCTRINE of the class 
struggle has been much denounced. 
Theodore Roosevelt called "class con- 
sciousness" "a hateful thing." But 
out of this "hateful thing," notwith- 
standing, will blossom the loveliest 
flowers oC heart and mind and soul. 
Out of the class struggle will come 
ihe end of classes, out of an imper- 
fect industrial system a more perfect 
one. out of discord harmony, out of 
strife peace. 



open grave, has been on the part of j schools, to enlarge the parks, or to 
the workers a blind devotion to a ; provide for rational housing condi- 
great ideal; but on the part of the j tions without in every instance wait- 
masters of men it has been the ; ing for an Act of Parliament. ■ 
deliberate slaughter of the many to | Home Rule for Ireland came to 
promote or to defend the private in- 1 mean Home Rule for all the rest of 

terests of the few. the British Empire. And Home Rule; FIGHT FOR JIM CONNOLLY. 

* * * * '■ meant the final and ab£olute loss of i Hoping that James Conncliv, ens 

NOT SO IN IRELAND. ' the power to defeat Democratic pro- S 0 f the leaders in the re-ent rebellion 

THE REBELLION in Ireland is not I P 0S 3ls thru the dilatory tactics of in inland, may still be alive, the Chi 
an incident of the war, originated in i Pretending to do nothing for lack of 
' 6 time and m that way continuing to do 

the wrong thing. 

Home Rule had been finally achieved 
by Parliamentary action. The power 

of the House of Lords by legal j in convention assembled 
authority to veto the National Will : ing over 250,900 workei 
hand and the exploiting re-actionaries na d been abolished. But in Ireland ! mous vote, asks ^hat James Con- 
on the other were organized, equipped I the Labor Party had arisen and in j nolly and other leaders of Irish rc- 
and readv to fiv at each others I Ireland to a more marked degree than ; hellion be given same humane con- 
throats. Then it was thought that the almost anywhere else in the English j sideration given by Abraham Lin- 
war in Europe had diverted attention I speaking world the Labor Movement j coin to leaders in American civil 
from the situation in Ireland and bv was too serious, too determined and j war." 
uniting the British people in a war j 100 intelligent to be trifled with, 
away from home had averted civii ' * * * * 

war at home. ' INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY. 

The street fighting in Dublin is not ; THE LABOR movement in Ireland 
part of the infamous butchery on the was becoming at one and the same 



Even a moderate extension of the ; l""**! 1 '^ "hT'm^' ""SwJnv 
parcel post would not only boom j ^Jgf w £T£Jd tE .£* 

local authorities 



farming and cut into the distress in I P oople . wh -° he * rd thti speech and an 



the cities but it would produce some ! J nv 5/»' 1 j^wi- Ji^L ,.„«r,.t c 
$80,000,000 for Uncle Sam's depleted ' testlfied that the newspaper reports 
treasury. Instead of doing this, Con 



were absolute falsehoods. It is about 
„„„ „ • , - - * ,i time that somebody brought those 

gress is actually trying to prevent | anarchistic New Y ork sheets into 

court. 



Germany to embarrass an enemy by 
fostering rebellion in an enemy's 
country. 

The struggle for liberty in Ireland 
has been an age-long struggle. The 
constructive Home Rulers on the one 



cago Federation of Labor, by 
unanimous vote decided to send a 
cablegram to Premier Asquith of 
Great Britain as follows: 

"The Chicago Federation of Labor, 
vepvesent- 
bv unani- 



of 



Continent. It is another chapter in 
the long struggle for the deliverance 



Wake 



Up The Henry Dufohs! 



■ Tttfc STRAP' ■ 

Junior., 
V/OKfe 



CEE WHIZ.' THETSE: 

ordcrs Krea^-i 

ME. SWCATiNc!^~< 




time both Industrial and Political. 
The same organization which spoke 
for Labor at the ballot box, spoke 
also for Labor in every Industrial 
controversy. Over and over again, 
having no other means of defending 
their interests, the labor organiza- 
tions had fought out their battles in 
great Industrial Uprisings and had 
achieved great victories. 

Immediately following the final 
adoption of the Home Rule legisla- 
tion, the Irish Labor Party started 
a campaign of organization which in 
the number of added memberships 
was never before equalled anywhere. 
It was this organization which for 
the first time on the part of Labor, 
was able absolutely to eliminate in an 
Industrial dispute sectarian contro- 
versies. In its ranks the Irish Metho- 



In commenting upon the career 
James Connolly, Socialist and smug- 
gler in the cause of labor, The Mil- 
waukee Leader says: . 

"A militant fighter to the last, and 
always best in a forlorn cause, Jnmes 
Connolly's stormy career is now re- 
ported to have reached an end in a 
British prison, where he i.; said to be 
mortally wounded. His thousands of 
American friends in Socialist and 
labor circles will remember him as a 
cheerful, fearless fighler, with little 
thought of consequences to himself. 

"As a worker in the Socialist party 
he did much to break down the pre- 
judice that had been created against 
Socialism thru clerical antagonism. 
While here he made several lecture 
trips across the country, wrote many 
pamphlets, edited successfully The 
Irish Worker, The Newcastle Free 
Press and The Harp, and organized 
many centers of Socialist activity. 

"Later he went into the Socialist 
Labor Party, had the inevitable dis 



any extension at all. 

A government-owned merchant 
marine would not only cut freight 
rates in two, but it would bring in 
millions of dollars of profits to the 
people of the country. 

Government development of the 
water power resources of the country 
would not only reduce the power of 
the Power Trust, but it would result 
in hundreds of thousands of dollars 
of revenue for Washington. 

Government development of the oil 



According to El Imperesto lluico, 

the platform of the Socialist party 
of Buenos Aires, Argentine Republic, 
demands a revaluation of property, 
exemption of buildings from iaxation, 
withdrawal of the powers given to 
local authorities of taxing articles 
of consumption, and the abolition of 
various taxes which restrict industry 



Officers of the 
1,000,000 Dime Army: 

G. Bolting, St. Louis, Mo. 
F. Tait, Toledo, O. 

Bert Harr, Walkin, Ore. 
M. L. Darbour, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Charles Catheart, Santa Barbara, 

D. F. Peron, Blue Lake, Cal. 

E. W. Bauer. Tulsa, Okla. 
Ch&s. Stringer,- Dinuba, Cal. 
S. T. Kablen, Sonora, Cal. 

Simon Engdahl, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Oscar Munson, Stillwater, Minn. 
Ethel V. Watson, St. Francis, Kan. 

H. S. H-, Bryan, Ohio. 

Joseph H. Gcrch, Bedford Hills, N. Y. 

Sam Walstrom, Brainerd, Minn. 

Edwin Stoo, Buxton, N. D. 

Alex Padercwski, Eloise, Mich. 

Mrs. Nora Giilespic, Huntington, W. Va. 

W. J. Conarty, Huntington, Ind. 

Wilbur Woods, Terre Haute, Ind. 

.lames A. Mussetter, Los Angeles, Cal. 

C. Bonnicksen, BricE^dalc, Colo. 

Mrs. Dela Uhner, Frnita, Colo. 

R. Goodman, Rochester, N. Y. 

Geo. VV. Hire, Calcxico, Cal. 

John Gunka, Detroit, Mich. 

Edward .Toesaar, Korth Worth, Tex. 

K. M., Fairport, Ohio. 

C. Kellogg, Alameda, Cal. 

N. !5okol. Revere, Mas^. 

W. R. Cale, Amsterdam, N. Y. 

P. E. Tomlinson, fioulh Bend, Ind. 

W. C. Corbin, Troy, N. Y. 

M. L. Philips. McDonald, Kan. 



The platform of the Socialist party 

j . 1 r 11 , ,. of the Republic calls for the abolition 

and other resources of the public f ^ ta £ ff on all articles of neces . 

lands would oeal a staggering blow to d f t j se in 

Standard OJ, and would also bring injj va i ues 



L. E. Katterfeld will be available 
for lectures in June, en route from 
Everett, Wash., to Omaha, Nebr., and 
from Kansas City back to Portland, 
Ore. Locals should write to him at Box 
491, Everettt, Wash. 



Can Easily Get Revenue. 



A bitter fight occured in ihe Glas- 
gow, Scotland, City Council, a few 



On every hand lie plenty of op- j days ago, when the combined opposi- 
portunities for revenue without cost j tion tried to force thru some meas- 
to the people — except to the few ex- j ures that were obnoxious to the So- 
ploiters — and yet Wilson is going 1 cialist and Labor members. Ten of 
ahead obstinately to conjure up funds ! the later were suspended one by one 
for his salary and the operations of j and there are 14 left, who will eon- 
the government by means of stamps j tinue practicing lese majesty against 
stuck onto common things of daily I the combine of 50. 
use. But this is Democratic policy j 

from time immemorial — taxation and 1 

issuing bones. 

The interests of the working class 
are being jeopardized by the Dem- 
ocrats in this respect.. 



The Carpenter And 
The Rich Man. 

A FEW copies of this book left: 
This was a regular dollar 
book, but we will send you one or 
more copies at the price of 50 cents, 
postage paid. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



ASLEEP— 



j jwu t-it> 1,4. • ^-u t-„^ agreement with Daniel DeLeon and 
^'.^ e Ii : ! J sh Z re T s M ei ^.^.i 1 !? 'then gave his strength to the organ- 



WAKING UP 



ON THE JOB. 



Catholic and the Irish agnostic were 
all of them Irish workers, united in 



Henry Dubb Edition Order Blank 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 
I'm with vou in your campaign to get one million Henry Dubbs to 
lead ihe HENRY DUBB EDITION of The American Socialist. 
I am enclosing $ to pay for the following: 

PLAN NO. ONE. 

copies of the HENRY DUBB EDITION lo be sent to 

the address below at the rate of one half cent a copy. 

[ PLAN NO. TWO. 

t copies of the HENRY DUBB EDITION to be sent to 

| the list of names and addresses enclosed at the rate of three-fourths of 

f a cent a copy. 

\ PLAN NO. THREE. 

copies of the HENRY DUBB EDITION to be 

f distributed by The American Socialist's volunteers where they will do 

| the most good. 

t N AXE 



L-ing 

"He then returned to Ireland where 
he edited a labor paper, and was a 
leader with James Larkin in the great 
Dublin transport workers' strike. 
When this collapsed he threw his 
energies in the Sinn Fejii movement, 
and the rest of the story has been 
told by the cables of the last few 
days." 



ADDRESS 



CITY STATE 

NOTE. — Fill in the above carefully and mail at once. 



ization of the dock workers of New 

, ~ c ■ , , • i York. He was prominent in the big 

the defense of their political and in- , trfk f & fc d d ^ 

dustnal rights, known at last to be of ^ h t brf solidarity am0R£? t hem. 
equally vital importance to them all. ft J - - - - 

■Jf * * •!: 

INSURRECTION ORGANIZED. 

IT WAS at this time that Edward 
Carson started his famous military 
organization to defy the power of the 
British armies to establish in Ireland 
Industrial Democracy which at last it 
was plainly seen would be the certain 
result of the Home Rule measure if 
put into actual operation. 

Following the challenge of Mr. 
Carson, the Irish Labor party pro- 
! ceeded to equip itself with rrifles, not 
i in an effort to defy the British Gov- 
! ernment, but to offer Irish assistance 
by force of arms if necessary, in en- 
forcing in Ireland the laws already 
[ enacted by the British Parliament but 
i indirectly in behalf of Irish Industrial 
| Democracy. 

It is only by a misunderstanding of 
\ the facts, a misunderstanding which 
ti has- been deliberately promoted by a 
h leactionary British propaganda,' that 
; this dispute has been misunderstood 
r ! to involve a warfare between the 
\ I Catholics and the Protestants. The 

S' j overwhelming majority of the Pro- 
testants even in the Belfast District 



E. R. Meitzen, Socialist candidate 
for governor in Texas, and W. S. 
Noble, will make an automobile tour 
of central and western Texas during 
May and June. 



How To Become 
Naturalized. 

THE National Office publishes 
the best booklet of information 
on Naturalization. You need it to 
instruct that friend or relation who 
is about to undergo the examina- 
tion. Price only 10 cents. — Social- 
ist Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chi- 
cago. 



STALL ON SUFFRAGE QUESTION ! 

WASHINGTON. — In vain the! 
women suffragists are working on 
Congress to secure action on the 
amendment to the constitution en- 
francising women. Neither the Dem- 
ocratic nor the Republican parties, 
neither the House nor the Senate will j 
consider suffrage seriously. Each and j 
every politician, from the President 
down does nothing but stall, stall, i 
stall. 

Two active lobbies have been en- 
camped in Washington for more than 
three years. These lobbies are com- 
posed of wemen, are financed by 
women, and their object is to secure j 
the vote for women thru the passage j 
of a Joint Resolution enfranchising i 
women in exactly the same way the j 
negroes were enfranchised after the 
Civil War. j 

Southern sentiment and states 
rightism has been aroused against 
this amendment, for the reconstruc- 
tion days and the menace of federal 
power are still fresh in the memories 
of many politicians. The women how- 
ever, are declaring that if the negro 
should be given the vote, they should 
be given it, and this answer is un- 
answerable. 

Senate More Progressive. 

The amendment has been reported 
to the Senate, and every time it has 
come up under the regular rules for 
debate, some bright-eyed servant of 
reactionaryism in the shape of a port- 
ly old solon, has asked that considera- 
tion be delayed. Out of deference to 
what is known as "senatorial courte- 
sy" — which means that it is bad man- 
ners to do anything that another 
Senator does not want you to do — 
the portly old solons always have 
their way, and the women, watch- 
fully waiting in the gallery, go back 
to their homes or offices and try it 
all over again. 

As a matter of fact, the Senate is 
more progressive on woman suffrage 
than the House is, and there is more 
chance of passage by the Senate than 
by the House. 

As a threat which they plan to 




"The Force That Controls The Money Of The 
Country, Controls The Nation." 

The Bookof the Hour 
for Socialists. 



THE MONEY QUESTION IN CONSTRUCTIVE 
ROMANCE. 



The great mass of people, business man and 
farmers now they are victims of a gigantic 
financial conspiracy, yet are unable to trace its 
\J inner workings. This book makes it so clear, so 
thrillingly interesting, even the girls and the 

J housewives see it. 

Dr. Karl F. M. Sandberg, specially detailed by the N.E.C., Soc. party 
to recommend measures and literature on the money question for the 
party, says of the Money Kings, after reading it carefully: "I liRe the 
book. Courage and determination speaks from its every page. Read it! 
It will make you feel better braver; will dispel the hopelessness of 
despair and inspire to action. Will give you a far better understanding of 
our social problems and how to solve them. They "way out" IS SHOWN. 
* * Enough romance and jollification to make entertaining and fascinat- 
ing reading. Pleasure and time well spent to read it." 

"The fact that the people are densely ignorant on the money question 
caused J. A. Wayland, to circulate thru the Appeal more than a million 
copies of the "Seven Financial Conspiracies" pamphlet. The xMoney Kings 
is not a pamphlet but a book, a romance, dealing with the money quest- 
ion in a way to enlist the interest and finally the sympathy and under- 
standing of the most casual reader. It is the only existing novel on this 
very important question." — Josephine Conger- Kaneko. 

Beautifully illustrated; 288 pp, price postpaid, $1.25. — Address, 

SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO. 



WHAT CONGRESS OUGHT TO DO 



Four page leaflet, We have 100,000 left and will 
clean them out at 50c per 1000, which will hardly 
pa/ more than express or parcel post charges. 

::: ::: FIFTY CENTS PEE THOUSAND ::: ::: 

SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON STREET - - - CHICAGO 



